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PASTOR’S CORNER 
The photo below was taken in Münster, Germany, just after the 
end of World War II. Damage to the city from allied bombing cam-
paigns is apparent, and the walls of the Cathedral church itself are 
blown out. It’s a haunting yet beautiful image: the Church’s wor-
ship of God continues undeterred, in spite of obvious devastation. 
There is a priest offering Mass, assisted by a deacon, a subdeacon, 
and acolytes. He’s not going to let something like a war get in the 
way of his commission from God and the Church to offer sacrifice 
for the living and the dead. May Jesus Christ be praised! 

 I would say, however, that this oft-reproduced image captures 
more than simply an al fresco religious service. It’s a vivid metaphor 
of the business of the Church in every age—we are bid by the Lord 
to keep going amidst the wreckage, to keep walking heavenward, 
and, by the courage we show in the face of persecutions big and 
small, to draw others to believe in Jesus Christ,the risen One. Of-
fering Mass in a situation like that makes no sense unless you be-
lieve that this world is passing away, that its charms have nothing 
of importance to offer us and that its threats are nothing to fear.  
 Of course, the wreckage in that photo is more visible than 
what we face daily—but it is not worse. The evils we face are 
worse than what war can cause, but they’re harder to see because 
the destruction is spiritual, not of masonry. The Catholic Church, 
more than any religious institution, is hated by the world. The 
teachings of Jesus Christ about salvation, justice, mercy—and in 
particular in our day, on the human body, marriage, sex, and what 
makes a family—are savaged and ridiculed with  demonic spite, 
even as they are feared and censored, lest they take hold of peoples’ 
hearts. There are some very dark days ahead for the Church; in 
fact, we’ve already entered them. But things have always been 
thus. The Greco-Roman world didn’t persecute the early Church 
because it was crude or because it “misunderstood” Christians:. To 
the contrary, it was a flourishing, sophisticated culture, and they 
knew all too well that worshipping the true God made us truly 
free. Our day hasn’t learned much after 20 centuries. Caesar may 
harass us and hate us, confiscate our property and even kill us. But 
nothing can separate us from the love of Christ. 

About our patron Tommaso d’Aquino was born in 1225 in Roccasecca, 
Italy, of a noble family. At the age of five he was brought to the Benedic-
tine Abbey of Monte Cassino to receive a thorough monastic education in 
view of his becoming a future abbot. But he discovered the Order of Fri-
ars Preachers and left the Abbey to join the recently-founded mendicant 
Order. His parents resisted and even abducted him and held him prisoner 
for a year. Unable to break his will, they released him and he went on to 
study under St. Albert the Great (also a Dominican) and eventually take 
the degree of Master of Theology at the University of Paris and later as-
sume the Dominican chair of Theology at the same university—the most 
renowned theology faculty at the time. He taught at other universities in 
major cities as well (Rome, Cologne, Bologna) and was a participant in 
many major theological controversies of his day. His written works are 
numerous, the most well-known being his theological synthesis Summa 
theologiae. That work he left unfinished when he died March 7, 1274 en 
route to the Council of Lyons. He was declared a saint in 1323 and a doc-
tor of the Church in 1567. He is the patron saint of universities and Cath-
olic schools. 

Regina caeli 

Queen of heaven, rejoice, alleluia! For he whom you 
merited to bear, alleluia! Has risen as he said, alleluia! 
Pray for us to God, alleluia. 

During the week of June 14-17, 
there will be just one parish 
Mass each day, at 12 noon. Most 
of the Dominican community will 
be in Providence, Rhode Island, 
for our provincial assembly on 
the occasion of the 800th anni-

versary of the Order.  
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Please remember Saint 

Thomas Aquinas 

Church in your will 

Mass Intentions 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

It is a holy and pious thought to pray for the dead. 
cf. 2 Maccabees, 12. 

 

Sunday, April 24 
FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
5:00pm (Sat.) Charles E. Scott (+)  
7:00am Roy & Eleanor Teeters  (+) 
9:00am Mary Lou Roll Bowers (+)    
11:00am Mary Rita Bauer (+)  
6:00pm People of the parish  
Monday, April 25 
ST. MARK, EVANGELIST (F) 
8:00am Doug Robinson (+)  
12Noon David Honeywell  
Tuesday, April 26 
Easter Weekday 
8:00am George Brooks  (+)  
12Noon Richard Tanner (+) 
Wednesday, April 27 
Easter Weekday 
8:00am Ryan & Andrea Fitzpatrick   
12Noon Bob & Bette Mattingly  (+) 
Thursday, April 28 
Easter Weekday 
8:00am Mary Swope (+) 
12Noon Jim Steil (+) 
Friday,  April 29 
ST. CATHERINE OF SIENA, O.P., VIRGIN & DOCTOR (F) 
8:00am Francis & Mary Rowan  (+) 
12Noon Patrick McGough (+) 
Saturday, April 30 
St. Pius V, O.P., pope (M) 
9:00am  
Sunday, May 1 
SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
5:00pm (Sat.) Richard Tanner  (+)  
7:00am John & Anna Beardsley (+) 
9:00am Dan & Barbara Cregan Family  (+)    
11:00am Josie Basalla (+)  
6:00pm People of the parish  
 

Nota bene: Incense may be used at any Sunday Mass except the 7:00 a.m. & 
6:00 p.m. Masses 

Weekly Calendar 
Sun, Apr 24 
CCD (following 9:00 Mass)  
K of C breakfast (after all Sunday a.m. Masses) 
Mon, Apr 25 
7:00 Scouts (parish center) 
Tue, Apr 26 
6:00 p.m. Rosary for Life (church) 
7:00 p.m. R. C. I. A. (parish center) 
Wed, Apr 27 
Exposition of Blessed Sacrament following noon Mass 
 (Benediction follows at 7:00 p.m.) 
 
 
 

 

Parish Finances 
April 17, 2016 
Envelopes  ........................................................ $9,246.78 
Loose ..................................................................... 914.80 
Total ................................................................... 10,161.58 
[Other ................................................................... 493.36] 
Dominican House of Studies ............................ 4,369.85 
Weekly Budget .................................................. 11,538.00 
This week’s deficit: ............................................. -1,376.42 

 
Thank you! 
  
Note: collection total does not reflect electronic donations. The par-
ish receives $3,230.00 monthly through automatic electronic deposits. 

 
 

Upcoming second collections 
This weekend: ..Church in Central and Eastern Europe 
May 15 ................. Catholic Communication Campaign 
May 22 ............................. St. Vincent de Paul Society 
 
A very sincere thanks for the generous contribution to the 
Dominican House of Studies! Our brothers studying for ordi-
nation rely on your help. 
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When does Human Life Begin? Real Dialogue  
Fr. Chris Saliga, O.P., R.N.  

 
“Pro-lifers” and “pro-choicers” all too frequently devolve 
into emotionally charged debates.  Think about pundits and 
politicians on television, radio, and social media blazing 
through the fog of shouting matches hurling opinions at and 
past each other.  Such fighting is far more damaging than we 
realize while we are blinded by that tunnel vision called rage.  
The good news is that, “cooler heads” really can prevail 
thanks to facts placed squarely on the table.  How so? 
 Ask “Doubting Thomas.”  He refuses to believe honest 
testimony that Jesus has risen from death to life.  He stands 
rigidly inflexible demanding tangible proof.  Jesus responds 
by paying “Doubting Thomas” a merciful visit.  Thomas drops 
all doubt.  He joins his friends in knowing that Jesus is in fact 
alive.   
 Facts do empower us.  How so?  They pull us together in 
exploring truths in their light.  Truths?  Yes, real truths.  Real-
ly?  OK.  Try this with me.  First, we know that it is a matter of 
scientific fact that microscopic “zygotes” are developmental-
ly immature real members of the human species.  Given this 
fact, is it truly reasonable for us to value and love these very 
young members of our species as real “selves” rather than 
relating to them as objectified “its?”  Here are two well-
respected thinkers who say yes, one a scientist and the other 
a human nature based philosopher. 
 First, I commend to you Professor Maureen Condic, PhD 
who serves as an Associate Professor of Neurobiology and 
Anatomy at the University of Utah, School of Medicine.  
When I taught bioethics in the past, my students found her 
contributions to be quite helpful.  You can watch and listen 
to one of her helpful lectures entitled When Does Human Life 
Begin? A Scientific Evaluation at this free YouTube link: https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=WcCXQ084iJY.  
 Second, I commend to you Professor Patrick Lee, PhD 
who serves as the John N. and Jamie D. McAleer Chairperson 
of Bioethics at The Franciscan University of Steubenville.  
Professor Lee recently presented testimony at the United 
States Capitol before the Select Investigative Panel on Infant 
Lives.  You can watch and listen to his testimony at this free c
-span link: http://www.c-span.org/video/?c4583426/dr-lee-
testifies-congress.  
 Animated by love and veracity, you and I can help others 
see truths through facts.  In doing so, we help the world 
flourish more fully one person at a time.  

 
 
 

Please pray for the home-bound of the parish:  
Margaret Gladys Abbott, Pat Barrett, William & Jan Barry,   

Mary Batteiger, Gertrude Bell, Madelyn Bronkar, Mathilda 

Clark, Bart & Josephine Cooper, Mary Cowden, Mary Lou 

Crawford, Michael Curtis, Ernestine Dailey, Jeanne Dittmar, 

Ralph Dosch, Marcy DuBeck, Betty Fedor, Jenni Finnen, Bev-

erly Foley, Isabel Gilchrist, Mary Ellen Grafton, Florence Her-

bert, Carol Hoffman, Patricia Huck, Eileen Johnston, Henry 

Long, David Macenko, Dolores Mahon, Josephine Marshall, 

Betty Mercer, Patricia Perone,  Alice Pitcock, Mary Polascak, 

Mary Postlewaite, Mary Rosta, George and Barb Ridenour, 

Mary Lou Scott, Barbara Schumacher, Loretta Silfko, Theresa 

Tracey, Teresa Woods, Terri Woods 

Please pray for the deceased of the parish: 

Alice McGonagle, RIP (died April 13) 
 

St. Nicholas Youth Group Strong!, an all male retreat, will 
take place Saturday-Sunday, April 30 to May 1. This over-
night camping adventure for young men requires registra-
tion, and costs $15.00 per person. Students will meet at 
St. Nicholas Teen Center on Saturday afternoon and trav-
el to Coshocton for Mass and outdoor activities that in-
clude campfire cooking and sleeping outdoors. For young 
men aged 13-18. Contact Patty Boggs for more details at 
(740) 453-5173. 
 

Neighbor Helping Neighbor Sunday, April 24th from 1:00 
p.m. to 5:00 p.m. High School Students will be available to 
help with fall projects and minor home repair. In the past 
our students have washed windows and fences, done 
painting, and cleaned garages. If you have a job for our 
students, call Patty Boggs at (740) 453-5173. We will be 
happy to put you on the list. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WcCXQ084iJY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WcCXQ084iJY
http://www.c-span.org/video/?c4583426/dr-lee-testifies-congress
http://www.c-span.org/video/?c4583426/dr-lee-testifies-congress
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The mother of god and the rosary 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

An Easter parish mission 

with Fr. Thomas Blau, O.P., May 9-11, 2016  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Fr. Blau is a Dominican friar currently as-
signed to St. Patrick Church in Downtown Co-
lumbus. He is one of the 1200 “Missionaries of 
Mercy” commissioned on Ash Wednesday to 
preach mercy in this Jubilee Year. Fr. Thomas 
will be preaching on Mary, the Mother of Mer-
cy, for three nights at our parish in May. Please 
join us each night of the mission—bring your 
friends, family members, and neighbors. Reach 
out to your Protestant friends and those who 
don’t understand Catholic teaching on the 
Blessed Mother. They’ll learn a lot from this. 

 

Each night of the mission will begin with the praying of the Rosary at 7:00 p.m., fol-

lowed by conference. Confessions will be heard at the end of each evening’s con-

ference. On the final night  there will be Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament. 
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We need help. In the parish, I mean. And a lot of it. The 
pastoral council met recently to brainstorm about ways to 
improve the social life (and the liturgical ministries) of the 
parish. None of it will happen without you. Here are a few 
of the things we discussed. 
 A social committee. We need one, and soon. We have a 
good kitchen in Rosary Hall, and we have a very usable 
space in that room, as well as in the school building across 
the street, for banquets and various other kinds of get-
togethers (movie nights, game nights). Obviously, the 
parish exists for the ministry of the sacraments, but it’s a 
shame whenever a parish lacks a vibrant and fun social 
life. If interested in this kind of work, please contact me. 
 We need people to help train and schedule altar serv-
ers and lectors. Any former servers out there who would 
like to donate some time that way?  
 We have a dedicated maintenance committee but 
more help is always needed. 
 More help is needed for the planning stages of the fes-
tival, and of course in bringing it off when June rolls 
around. This goes without saying. (Or does it?) 
 I’d like to expand bereavement ministry beyond 
providing a luncheon to prayer support—many parishes 
have “Arimathean” groups, people who attend wakes 
and funeral services to lend silent and vocal prayer sup-
port, and just offer consolation to grief-stricken families. 
Along the same lines, our cemeteries need constant hus-
banding and beautifying, even after the groundskeeping 
work is done (Bruce Paul has been doing a fantastic job 
on our cemeteries). Not only our two cemeteries in town, 
but also St. Ann’s in Philo need attention. 
 Help is also needed in various ways on a day to day and 
week to week basis, keeping the church and grounds 
clean and well-groomed. 
 Above all, we need to reach out to those who have left 
the practice of the Catholic faith. Their name is legion—
there are currently more inactive than active Catholics in 
the world, and while that statistic could be depressing, 
depression isn’t a luxury Jesus allows us to indulge. I’m 
going to need people able and willing to make a “first” 
contact with people, before the priests are able to follow 
up. Jesus sent his apostles first after the lost sheep of Is-
rael; our first concern must always be to shore up the 
Church. A stronger, more substantial Church will exercise 
greater gravitational pull.  
 These are just a few examples of needs. More will be 
coming out soon. 

“Can you not watch one 
hour with me, and pray?” 

 
 
 
 
 
 

We need volunteers to watch and pray in the presence of the 
Blessed Sacrament Wednesdays, especially during  the 3:30 –
4:oo pm segment. If you can help, please contact Regina Ca-
no or Lynn Seward at (614) 582-8588. 

C elebrate the Feast of St. Catherine 
of Siena with a parish dinner 
Thursday, April 28th, at 6 p.m. 
Our menu will consist of: spaghetti 

with meatballs, salad, garlic bread, dessert, and 
beverage.  Ticket prices are $10 for ages 12 
through adults; $4 under 12, and a maximum 
of $40 per family with parents and children. 
Tickets go on sale Monday, April 11 in the parish 
office. 

St. Thomas Aquinas parish festival 
this summer is scheduled for 

Thursday June 9 — Saturday, June 11. 
Please come, and please lend us your time 

and talent! 


