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 FOR EMERGENCIES CALL (740) 607-8863 
 

PARISH OFFICE HOURS 
Mon-Fri, 8:00 a.m.– 2:00 p.m. Closed weekends and holidays. 
 

PARISH STAFF 

Secretary Mrs. Sheila Branson   

parish@aquinaszanesville.org 
 

Bookkeeper Ms. Tam Bowman 

accountant@aquinaszanesville.org 
 

Religious Education Mrs. Melanie Von Gunten 

dresta1842@gmail.com 
 

Music Director Mr. Ross Williams  

aquinasmusicdirector@gmail.com 
 

Maintenance and cemetery grounds Mr. Bruce Paul 
 

BAPTISMS  
Contact the pastor to schedule. First-time parents please also sched-

ule a “pre-Jordan” preparation class 
 

MARRIAGE  
Registered parishioners (practicing Catholics) wishing to marry need 

to contact the parish office no later than six months prior to the 

desired wedding date. Several meetings with a priest and  several 

other components (including a Pre-Cana weekend ) and training in 

Natural Family Planning are some of the components of marriage 

preparation 
 

EUCHARISTIC EXPOSITION 
Every Wednesday following the noon Mass until 7:00 p.m. Bene-

diction. For information, and to volunteer to take hours of adora-

tion, contact Regina Cano at (614) 582-8588 
 

FUNERAL LUNCHEONS 
Contact Mary Margaret Murphy at (740) 452-4454 
 

RENTAL INFORMATION 
To reserve Rosary Hall or Activity Center (school gym) contact 

Mary Ann Ewart at (740) 319-2449 or maewart@gmail.com 
 

PREGNANCY COUNSELING 
Heartbeat Family Center/Pregnancy Distress: (740) 450-5437, 

www.heartbeats.org 
 

ROSARY ALTAR SOCIETY 
Contact Lori Gnau at (740) 453-8501 
 

BISHOP FENWICK SCHOOL 

Kelly Sagan, Principal 

139 N. 5th Street 

Zanesville, Ohio 43701 

Tel. (740) 454-9731 

www.bfw.cdeducation.org 

 —— pastor’s corner —— 
 

By the time you read this, your scribe should be away for a 

couple of weeks. The next Sunday you’ll see me should be 

the 25th of October. I’ll be spending a bit more time with 

my parents in Virginia, and then a few days in Dallas, where 

I went to college and still have a few friends, including one 

Dominican priest who was instrumental in my vocation. 

Please pray for a safe trip for me.  

     It’s still the month of the Rosary, and the older I get the 

more I come to appreciate its depths. On the surface, it’s all 

simplicity and seems repetitious, but when you think about 

it, isn’t all our prayer that way? One of the great things 

about being Christian is that God gives us words to use to 

address him—otherwise, how could we? What would we 

say? How would we even know what to say? Just pouring 

your heart out to God isn’t necessarily the answer, because 

sometimes we don’t even know what we think, or what we 

want. And sometimes our hearts are far from him and we 

think we have nothing to “pour out.” It’s not for nothing that 

Saint Paul says that the Holy Spirit intercedes for us in inex-

pressible groanings, for we know not how to pray! 

     We’re supposed to be always “bending our minds” to 

conform to the word of God, not simply remaining in a rigid 

position, holding to what we think or expecting God to con-

form to us. And in the Rosary we use God’s own words to 

address Mary! Think about it: the opening words are Hail, 

Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee! Those are the 

words of the archangel Gabriel, correct? But “angel” simply 

means “messenger,” and Gabriel is faithfully delivering 

God’s message to Mary. It’s God the Father who speaks to 

the Blessed Mother this way, so in quoting God the Father 

(quite a tremendous thing!) we’re conforming our thoughts 

to God’s thoughts. He wants us to come to her as a 

Mother—not just his Son’s Mother (which is a fact) but our 

own Mother, which is still a relationship that needs some 

work (our fault it’s not perfect, not hers). How often have 

you considered that the Rosary is a way of entering the mind 

of God?  
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“Scandal” in the scriptural sense of the word means obstacle. St. 

Paul, writing to the Corinthians,, says that the cross is “a skan-

dalon to Jews and foolishness to gentiles.” That means a 

“stumbling block,” something that trips one up, gets in the way. 

What St. Paul meant was that some of the Jews wanted no part of 

the cross. It offended their sense of God and what he should do 

for us, and the Old Testament itself said that anyone who hung 

from a cross was cursed” (Deut  21). Thus the whole revelation 

of the crucified God was rejected as odious and unbearable. And 

some of them worked to destroy the idea of it—including St. Paul 

himself, before his conversion. 

     Something very like this rejection is happening today with 

marriage. And by “marriage” I mean true marriage—marriage as 

God made it, in the traditional sense: a covenant between a man 

and a woman for life, that brings (or can bring) children into the 

world—something that endures as long as the spouses both live, 

entailing absolute mutual fidelity. There are a lot of people today 

who gush about “marriage” but they’re talking about something 

different. They’re talking about something they’ve made up for 

themselves, or something our government has recently invented: 

something that’s constituted just by “love” but otherwise has no 

content: just a relationship of love, and sex of some kind or other. 

Some nations, including our own, have recently gone so far as to 

say that two people of the same sex can be “married.” Which of 

course raises the obvious question: why then does marriage need 

to be limited to just two persons at all? If the binary character of 

the human species has nothing to do with marriage, then why not 

have marriages constituted by multiple consenting partners? Why 

not, indeed, if it’s just “love” that makes the marriage and nature 

and biology have nothing to do with it?  

     You see how such people simply hate the nature of marriage? 

God made it, and they hate being beholden to anything greater 

than themselves, in particular with their sexual freedom. Yet God 

the creator made not just individuals but marriage, precisely by 

making us male and female! Of course, there is male and female 

in the animal and plant worlds as well, but in the human sphere 

we have an instinct not just for propagation but for family life: 

fidelity, perpetuity, the education and nurturing of children, and 

in the case of Christians, teaching them the things of God and 

making them fit citizens of the Kingdom. 

     But the contemporary counterfeits of marriage are meant to 

dilute our memory of what true marriage is. Like the Jews St. 

Paul criticized, it’s not enough for them to leave it alone if 

they’re not interested: they must destroy it. And it seems to be 

working for the culture at large, fed on a steady intravenous diet 

of anaesthesia, courtesy of network TV and the Internet. Have 

you noticed that you can’t find a TV show made recently made 

that doesn’t aggressively push “gay” themes? You just can’t. 

(Shows on EWTN are usually safe.) You notice it when you 

watch older shows, even shows just made 10 years ago. The dif-

ference is palpable. But mainstreaming homosexuality—not to 

mention insinuating the normalcy and goodness of “same-sex 

marriage” and portraying as bigots anyone who resists the tide—

has become simply a staple of television and movies these days, 

however irrelevant it may be to the plot. It has become quite  

preachy and moralistic and predictable, in fact: one wonders how 

much longer it can go on before they themselves realize how con-

trived and pathetic it all is.  

     But heaven forfend that some movie or TV producer should 

make a show portraying a normal marriage as something that 

happens between a man and a woman, who have—wait for it—

children! Several of them! And where the husband and wife actu-

ally are devoted to their children, and inconvenience themselves 

for them, and who voluntarily take on hardships for their chil-

dren’s (and each others’) sake. Portraying marriage in the tradi-

tional sense, however innocuously, is verboten in show biz today 

unless you give equal time to “same-sex marriage” or other for-

mats. And to all those people who ask, “how does same-sex mar-

riage weaken the institution of marriage?” The answer is clear: 

the same way that counterfeit money undermines a nation’s econ-

omy, flooding the market with worthless coin. And our aggres-

sive despisers of marriage would rather have a ruined and com-

promised institution of marriage (or none at all) than a healthy 

version of the institution because, let’s face it, marriage is diffi-

cult. It’s about sacrifice, all about giving of oneself, humbly, with 

all one’s imperfections as well as one’s gifts, and happily accept-

ing another person with all of that person’s own gifts and faults, 

and trudging along the way toward making things work. Most of 

all, it’s a sacrifice of oneself to God. But as Christians we have 

the help of grace and the teachings of the Church to lighten the 

load, though some Catholics unfortunately see the Church  as 

adding to their load, and so reject Her teachings—and this is a 

large part of the problem that we’re in,  

     As Catholic Christians, we have a better way of interpreting 

history than the rest of the world. We need to see today’s contro-

versies about marriage as they truly are: one more chapter in the 

perennial battle over the lordship of God and our limits as crea-

tures of God. If God made us then we belong to him and marriage 

is his gift to our race as a means of helping us overcome our-

selves. Giving oneself and receiving another is meant to help us 

break out of the isolation that is one of sin’s effects—and there’s 

no “breaking out” of anything as long as we selfishly pretend to 

have power to control and “define” our lives. The first step of 

trusting God brings light to the mind and freedom to the heart. 

And peace to the world. Marriage is ours to share in and become 

more human in the sharing of it. But it’s not ours to invent.  —Fr. 

Peter, O.P. 

Marriage: A Modern Day Scandal 
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Weekly Calendar 

Sun, Oct 11 
 Coffee and doughnuts after all Masses 
 
Mon, Oct 12 
 Parish office closed for holiday (Columbus Day) 
 7:00 Scouts (parish center) 
 7:00 Prayer group (parish center chapel) 
 
Tue, Oct 13 
 2:00 p.m. Gospel of Luke Bible Study (parish center) 
 6:00 p.m. Rosary for Life (church) 
 6:00 p.m. Rosary Altar Society meeting (Rosary Hall) 
 7:00 p.m. R. C. I. A. (parish center) 
 
Wed, Oct 14 
 12:30-7:00 p.m. Eucharistic exposition  
 7:00 p.m. Benediction  
 Choir rehearsal (following Benediction) 
 
Sat, Oct 17 
 Pro-life Rosary in Columbus. Leave church at 6:30 am 
 

 

Please remember Saint Thomas 

Aquinas Church in your will 

Parish Finances 

 
Week of Aug 16 
 Envelopes  ................................................ $7,180.00 
 Loose ................................................................... 982 
 Total  ................................................................ 8,162 
 [Other .........................................................     212.42] 
  Weekly budget ............................................ 11,538.00 
 This week’s surplus  .................................. -3,376.00 
(Note: collection total does not reflect electronic donations.) 
 
 

Upcoming second collections: 
 
Sep 6      Catholic University of America 
Sep 27    St. Vincent de Paul Society 

Parish Finances 

 
Week of Aug 23 
 Envelopes  ................................................ $6,335.00 
 Loose ............................................................... 885.25 
 St. Vincent de Paul Soc. ................................. 819.10 
 Total  ............................................................ 7,220.25 
 [Other .........................................................     913.00] 
  Weekly budget ............................................ 11,538.00 
 This week’s deficit  ..................................... -4,317.75 
(Note: collection total does not reflect electronic donations.) 
 
 

Upcoming second collections: 
 
Sep 6      Catholic University of America 
Sep 27    St. Vincent de Paul Society 

Parish Finances 

 
Week of Oct 4 
 Envelopes  ................................................ $9,603.35 
 Loose ............................................................... 822.15 
 Total  .......................................................... 10,425.50 
 [Other .....................................................     2,286.00] 
  Weekly budget ............................................ 11,538.00 
 This week’s deficit  ......................................  -1,112.50 
 
(Note: collection total does not reflect electronic donations. The parish 
receives $3,230.00 monthly through automatic electronic deposits.) 
 

Upcoming special collections: 
 
Oct 18    World Mission Sunday 

MASS INTENTIONS  
 
Sunday, October 11 
28th Sunday of Ordinary Time 
5:00pm (Sat.) Peg Mattingly (+) 
7:00am Michael Strohl (+) 
9:00am Marilyn Morrison (+) 
11:00am Sam Rosta (+)  
7:30pm People of the parish 
 
Monday, October 12 
Feria 
9:00am Paul & Myrtle Mack (+) 
 
Tuesday, October 13 
Our Lady of Fátima (Opt. M) 
8:00am William Schneider (+) 
Noon Souls in Purgatory 
 
Wednesday, October 14 
Feria 
8:00am Paul Joseph (+) 
Noon Charles & Leota Schaumleffel (+) 
 
Thursday, October 15 
St. Teresa of Ávila, Virgin (M) 
8:00am Farida Mach (+) 
Noon Roy & Eleanor Teeters (+) 
 
Friday, October 16 
St. Margaret Mary Alacoque, Virgin (Opt. M) 
8:00am William Schneider  (+) 
Noon Claude Foley (+) 
  
Saturday, October 17 
St. Ignatius of Antioch, Bishop & Martyr (M) 
9:00am Dorothy Jean Swingle (+)  
 
Sunday, October 18 
29th Sunday of Ordinary Time 
5:00pm (Sat.) Patricia Rubeck (+) 
7:00am Eleanor Teeters & Family (+) 
9:00am George Brooks (+) 
11:00am Bob Wetzel & Family (+)  
7:30pm People of the parish 
 

Nota bene: Incense may be used at any Sunday Mass except the 7:00 a.m. 
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Love Is Our Mission: A Call to Live the  

Joy and Mission of Marriage & Family Life 

  
All are invited to one of these four gatherings as The Most Rever-

end Frederick F. Campbell discusses the recent World Meeting of 

Families.  Come and discover how you can answer Pope Francis’ 

call to become a family fully alive! 

 
1. Monday, October 12th, 7:00 PM, Ohio Dominican University 
2. Wednesday, October 21st, 7:00 PM, St. Francis DeSales, 

Newark 
3. Saturday, October 31st, 10:30 AM, St. Peter, Chillicothe 
4. Tuesday, November 10th, 7:00 PM, Bishop Ready High 

School 
 

For more information visit www.colsdioc.org or call 614-241-2560 

SOUPER BOWL TIME 
The 18th annual Souper Bowl Benefit Luncheon will take 
place on Sunday, October 18, at the Ohio University-
Zanesville and Zane State Campus Center, 1425 Newark Rd, 
Zanesville from 10 am - 2 pm. Please mark your calendars 

and bring your family to this worthwhile event. Tickets are 
$6 for adults at the door and $5 in advance and $4 for chil-
dren 12 and under and volunteers. Beneficiaries of the pro-
ceeds are Eastside Community Ministry, Muskingum County 
Center for Seniors, Fellowship of Christ’s Community, Salva-
tion Army and Christ’s Table. 

    Prepare yourself for Advent and Christmas with 

The Gospel of Luke Bible Study 
 

presented by  Fr. Luke Tancrell, O.P. 

Tuesdays 2:00-3:00 p.m. 

in the Parish Center. 

To register, call Melanie at (740) 453-3301, ext 15. 

Diocesan Council of Catholic Women 
 

The Columbus Council of Catholic Women’s 70th Annual 

Convention will be held on Saturday November 7th at St. 

Joan of Arc Church,10700 Liberty Rd. in Powell, Ohio.  

This year’s theme is  “A Quiet Walk in the Garden with 

God.” 

 

At this event, we will also be celebration the 95th anniver-

sary of the National Council of Catholic Women.  In recog-

nition of these milestones, the morning speaker will be 

Sheila Hopkins, NCCW National Council President.  After-

noon speakers are Michele Faehnle and Emily Jaminet, who 

have co-authored a new book entitled “Divine Mercy for 

Moms” that will be released in February. 

 

Convention registration will begin at 8 a.m.  A continental 

breakfast will be provided.  A basket raffle will be held, and 

tickets are 6 for $5.  All baskets have a value of at least 

$25, and you must be present to win. 

 

Bishop Campbell, along with other priests in attendance, 

will celebrate Mass at 11 a.m.  The Mass collection will 

benefit the St. Joan of Arc St Vincent DePaul Society. 

 

Conference registration is $35.  Additionally, a pre-

convention dinner will be held at the Olive Garden, 7160 

Sawmill Rd. on Friday evening, Nov. 6 at 7 p.m.  The cost 

is $30 and reservations are required.  All registrations and 

fees must be prepaid by Monday October 19th.  Please join 

us in this joyful and spiritual gathering of Catholic women. 
 

St. Nicholas Youth Group - On Sunday, October 18th - 

Youth Ministry Middle School Meeting - Grade 6-9 wel-

come to attend. Join us for a lively discussion about friend-

ship in St. Nicholas Teen Center from 6:00 - 9:00 pm. 
 

Funeral Luncheon Dishes ~ Please pick up your cas-

seroles dishes and platters in the Parish Center. Thank 

you for your generosity in volunteering and bringing 

items for the funeral luncheons. 
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Please pray for the home-bound of the parish:  
Margaret Gladys Abbott, William & Jan Barry, Josephine Ba-

salla, Mary Batteiger, Gertrude Bell, Madelyn Bronkar, 

Mathilda Clark, Bart & Josephine Cooper, Mary Cowden, Mi-

chael Curtis, Ernestine Dailey, Jeanne Dittmar, Ralph Dosch, 

Marcy DuBeck, Betty Fedor, Jenni Finnen, Beverly Foley, Isabel 

Gilchrist, Mary Ellen Grafton, Florence Herbert, Carol Hoffman, 

Patricia Huck, Mary Imlay, Mary Caroline Johnson, Eileen Johns-

ton, Henry Long, David Macenko, Dolores Mahon, Josephine 

Marshall, Alice McGonagle, Betty Mercer, Loretta (& Charles) 

Paynter, Patricia Perone, Glenna Pfeifer, Alice Pitcock, Mary 

Polascak, Mary Postlewaite, Mary Rosta, George and Barb 

Ridenour, Charles & Mary Lou Scott, Loretta Silfko, Theresa 

Tracey, Teresa Woods, Terri Woods 
 

Please pray for the deceased of the parish: 

Jubilee Opening Mass and Gala 

St. Patrick’s Church, Columbus, Ohio 

Saturday, November 14, 2015, at 5:00 p.m. 
for more information see jubilee.opeast.org 

DIOCESAN FAMILY ROSARY DAY OCTOBER 11  
Family Rosary Day, sponsored by the Catholic Diocese of 

Columbus, will be observed on Sunday, October 11, 2015, at 

3 p.m., at St. Joseph Cathedral, 212 E. Broad St., Columbus. 

The Most Reverend Frederick F. Campbell, Bishop of Co-

lumbus, will preside at the ceremony. All are invited to at-

tend. The Rosary is a prayer that focuses on the mysteries of 

the life and passion and glory of Christ, during which those 

praying strive to imitate the faith of Mary, the Mother of God.  

The beginnings of the Rosary can be traced back to the 11th 

century and the life of St. Dominic, the founder of the Order 

of Preachers, or Dominicans. Individuals or businesses inter-

ested in becoming patrons of this event can send contribu-

tions to Family Rosary Day, Chancery Office, 198 East Broad 

Street, Columbus, Ohio, 43215. A gift of $20 or more is sug-

gested, but any gift will be accepted. All checks should be 

made payable to the Diocese of Columbus Family Rosary 

Day. (If you’re unable to make the Columbus event, consider 

joining a local group of Rosary pray-ers at the Muskingum 

County Courthouse on Main Street at 1:30 p.m. on the 11th. 

Local contact: Patty Schmutz, at (740) 452-3369.) 

Illuminating Our Faith: A Liturgical Stained Glass Windows Exhibi-

tion, at the Jubilee Museum’s new gallery, the Fra Angelico gallery, is 

on view from September 19 to November 15, 2015.  The exhibition 

features 12 stained glass windows rescued from various churches, 

chapels and orphanages. Their beauty illuminates the strength and 

importance of stained glass windows as an art form and as a way of 

teaching the faith. Through the centuries, stained glass windows were 

intended to be didactic, literally illustrating the Bible for the faithful. 

For more info, see website at www.jubileemuseum.org or call (614)

600-0054. A donation of $10 per person is suggested. 

Rosecrans 2nd Annual  

Bishop Rosecrans  

Alumni Social! 
Please come and join us at the Knights of Columbus So-

cial Hall at the Sunrise Center on Friday, November 

27th 6:00 - 10:00 pm. Tickets will be sold at the door for 

$10 a piece. All alumni, friends, families and supporters 

of BRHS welcome. Come and enjoy friends, food and 

fun! Call Vincent Joseph at (740) 452-7504 ext.104 with 

any questions. 

Rosecrans Recent Boosters Winners: 
George Dosch, Pete & Brenda Dinan, Bree Michel, Monica 

Deader, Caiden Hogue, Paul Ritchey, Craig Svab, Margaret 

Hildebrand, Carolyn Arnold, and Mike Burkhart Congratula-

tions! Thank you for your support. 

Mass for religious 

A special Mass to celebrate the contribution of men and 

women religious within our Diocese will be held Thursday, 

October 15, 2015 at St. Paul the Apostle Parish, 313 North 

State Street, Westerville, at 7p.m. Mass will be celebrated by 

Bishop Frederick F. Campbell and will be followed by a re-

ception and women’s vocation fair for young women in the 

Parish’s activity center. All are invited to attend; come and 

give thanks for the contribution of the religious brothers and 

sisters in the life of our Church!  


