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Pastor’s Corner     
 

Lent is upon us, again. It’s a season of the Church year 
that I both love and dread: I love it, for it signals the ap-
proach of the holiest days of the year—Passiontide and 
the celebration of the Resurrection of the Lord. Yet I 
dread it, too, for it reminds me (usually within the first 
week of Lent) how little strength I have to resist the 
lazy habits I’ve acquired over the years, how “hungry” I 
am after just a few days of abstaining from this or that 
kind of food; and how hard it really is to pray. I imagine 
a lot of people out there experience the same mixed 
feelings I do about Lent—we want to love it, but we’re 
relieved—and that a bit sheepishly—when it’s all over 
and we can break out the chocolate Easter eggs. 
     As the saying goes—if something is worth doing, it’s 
worth doing badly. Better to try to make a good Lent 
and fall something short of perfect self-denial than to do 
nothing at all (with the hope of avoiding disappoint-
ment in ourselves). You see, the whole point of Lent is 
not in the penance itself, and certainly not in losing 
weight from fasting. It’s growth in knowledge and love 
of God and neighbor—and for that matter, growth in 
knowledge and love of self. It’s about growth in humil-
ity, which can’t very well happen if we’re pleased with 
the “success” of our penances—as if they were some 
athletic feat to be proud of. A decreasing self-reliance 
and an increasing God-reliance is supposed to result 
from a good Lent; the world’s values (especially today’s 
world’s values) are stood on their heads by the Gospel. 
     In the passage from the Gospel of Matthew we hear 
each year on Ash Wednesday, the Lord tells us how to 
pray, fast, and give alms: namely, in a way hidden to all 
except God. Three times he uses the same kind of for-
mulation: “when you give alms, do not blow a trumpet 
before you”; when you pray, do not be like the hypo-
crites,” who draw attention to themselves; “when you 
fast, do not look gloomy like the hypocrites”; i.e., don’t 
seek the admiration of others. Don’t do any of this for 
human respect. Pray simply because God is God and 
deserving of all our love. Give alms simply because our 
neighbor is another self, and because he is loved by God 
and we should love what God loves, Fast simply be-
cause we are waging spiritual warfare in this world and 
we badly need to be self-possessed rather than driven 
by the whims of the moment. We are to do all these 
things without informing other people about them ei-

ther by word or suggestion, and we should be happy if 
no one other than God ever knows (we’re not supposed 
to be performing for God, either, who cannot be im-
pressed anyway—but since nothing is hidden from 
God, Jesus says we are to do these things so that our 
Father in Heaven alone sees us).  
     Prayer, fasting, almsgiving—these three the Lord 
commends. Notice he simply assumes we’ll be doing 
them already: he says when you pray, etc. His instructions 
teach us how to do them rightly, rather than in vain. 
There’s a reason he emphasizes this: because letting go 
of our pride is so very hard for us to do. We think it’s a 
failure if people don’t know of it, and we do so because 
we misunderstand what these actions are supposed to 
be. They’re supposed to be expressions of love of God 
(prayer), self (fasting), and neighbor (almsgiving). Of 
these three, the greatest is prayer, And yet the other 
two observances are not optional—not if we’re disci-
ples of Christ. If we neglect one, the other two activities 
are somehow drained of their meaning. They’re like a 
three-legged stool: try sitting a two-legged stool, or 
worse yet, a one-legged stool! Probably the most diffi-
cult of these for most contemporary people to under-
stand is fasting (at least, they think that’s the most diffi-
cult one to understand; actually, critics of fasting really 
don’t understand what true prayer and almsgiving are, 
either). We have to trust the Lord here: what might 
seem to us a useless exertion can’t possibly be wrong or 
a waste of time for us if the Lord commands it. We have 
to stop trying to control outcomes and demanding that 
we understand what something is all about before we 
do it. In the Christian dispensation, understanding fol-
lows faith, not vice-versa. We believe; we practice; and 
then the gist of what we’re doing is revealed to us. The 
Lord fasted and prayed. We need him to teach us not 
just how to pray, but how to fast: patiently, with humil-
ity, and perseveringly. —Fr. Peter 
 
Let me remind everyone that we hear confessions every day 
of the week here, save Sunday (maybe we should start 
hearing them Sundays). Please try to get yourself to the 
sacrament of Penance some time during Lent—and sooner is 
better than later. Please don’t wait until Holy Week, for 
your own sake. In addition to midday confesions, we also 
hear them every Wednesday evening, during Holy Hour. 
Consider it a weekly penance service! 
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Weekly Calendar 

Sun, Feb 15 
Coffee and doughnuts (Rosary Hall) 
10:00 a.m. CCD (school) 
 
 
Tue, Feb 16 
6:00 p.m. Rosary for Life (Church) 
7:00 p.m. RCIA (Parish Center) 
 
 
Wed, Feb 18 is ASH WEDNESDAY 
12:30—8:00 p.m. Eucharistic exposition 

Ashes will be given out at the Masses this day, as well as 
at the end of the evening Holy Hour, for those who cannot 
attend Mass that day. 

 
 
 
 

 
Please pray for the home-bound of the parish:  

Margaret Gladys Abbott, Maxine Anders, William 
& Jan Barry, Josephine Basalla, Mary Battiger, 
Dorothy Beaver, Gertrude Bell, Madelyn Bronkar. 
Mathilda Clark, Mary Cowden, Michael Curtis,  
Ernestine Dailey, Jeanne Dittmar, Ralph Dosch, 
Marcy DuBeck, Betty Fedor, Jenni Finnen, Beverly 
Foley, Isabel Gilchrist, Mary Ellen Grafton,  Flor-
ence Herbert, Gabrielle Hinkle, Patricia Huck, 

Mary Imlay, Mary Caroline Johnson, Eileen Johns-
ton, Henry Long, David Macenko,  Josephine Mar-
shall, Alice McGonagle, Betty Mercer, Michael 
Overstreet, Loretta (& Charles) Paynter, Patricia 
Perone, Glenna Pfeifer, Alice Pitcock, Mary Polas-
cak, Mary Postlewaite, George and Barb Ridenour, 
Charles & Mary Lou Scott, Loretta Silfko, Theresa 
Tracey, Teresa Woods, Terri Woods 
 

Please pray for the recently deceased: 
 
 
 
 

MASS INTENTIONS 
 

Sun, Feb 15 Sixth Sunday of Ordinary Time 
5:00pm People of the Parish 
7:00am Earl Norris & Family 
9:00am Merrill & Cecilia Morrison (+) 
11:00am Sam Rosta (+)  
 
Mon, Feb 16 [Presidents’ Day—civic holiday.] 
9:00am Jerry Jardine & Family 
  No confessions or noon Mass 
 
Tue, Feb 17  
8:00am Margie & Denny Maxwell (+)  
Noon The Souls in Purgatory    
 
Wed, Feb 18 ASH WEDNESDAY  
8:00am Jeremy Haley  
Noon Mary Lou Cush (+)   
 
Thu, Feb 19  
8:00am Steve R. Coyle (+) 
Noon Pope Francis      
 
Fri, Feb 20  
8:00am George Brooks (+)   
Noon Fred Baker (+)            
 
Sat, Feb 21  

9:00am Needs of the St. Monica Sodality   
 
Sun, Feb 22 First Sunday of Lent 
5:00pm People of the Parish 
7:00am Ephraim Heil (+) 
9:00am Doris Lake (+) 
11:00am Thomas & Kathleen Downs (+)  
 

 
Upcoming 2nd collections: 
Feb 22 Black and Indian Missions 
Mar 8 Dominican House of Studies 
 

Parish Finances 

Weeks of February 9, 2015 
Envelopes (283) ............................................$9,304.00 
Loose………..…………………………          1,027.83 
Total ........................ ...…………………….  10,331.83 
Weekly Budget............................................ 11,538.00 

This week’s deficit...…………………   1,206.17 
Year-to-date deficit………………………..54,456.23 
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A History of St. Thomas Aquinas Church 

Part XXVII – Blessing of the Cornerstone of St. Thomas School 
 

      A souvenir pamphlet was published to recount the festivities of the blessing of the cornerstone of St. Thomas 
School.  The introduction states: Sunday, August 7, 1921, will be a day forever treasured in the memory of the people of St. 
Thomas’ parish.  On that day they witnessed the blessing of the cornerstone of their new school amid scenes of magnificence 
and splendor.  The ceremony was preceded by a parade of rare beauty in which the people of both parishes and many from 
neighboring towns participated.” 
      An account of the event that had been published in the Times Recorder on Monday, August 8 was reproduced in 
the pamphlet.  Despite the heavy showers of the early hours of the afternoon and the gloom of the heavens during the street 
parade, the weather cleared miraculously and during the speaking services at the laying of the cornerstone Sunday afternoon at 
the new school building of the St. Thomas Catholic Church on North Fifth Street the sun burst forth in all its glory.  The 
street parade was witnessed by thousands of residents of this city and visitors from all parts of the State.  Men, women and 
children of both the St. Thomas and St. Nicholas parishes appeared in the line of march and local and visiting members of the 
clergy rode in open carriages drawn by white horses.  The natural colors and gold and white prevailed in the decorations of 
floats and automobiles and members of Catholic fraternal and church organizations formed walking delegations.  Following the 
street parade, the center of activities moved to the site of the new building. 
      Immense Crowd.  Fifth Street between North (Shinnick) and Market was closed to traffic to accommodate the thousands 
of people gathered in the street to hear the speakers for the much anticipated occasion.  With difficulty the grand marshal was 
able to clear the way for the clergy who with members of the executive committee were seated on the platform constructed for 
the event.  Decorations consisted of flags, bunting and foliage plants.  The priests were garbed in their ceremonial dress and 
the dedication of the cornerstone according to the form outlined in the Catholic Church ritual was one of beauty and dignity. 
      Blessed by Bishop. The local parish considers itself honored that the Right Rev. Bishop Hartley conducted the service of 
the blessing of the cornerstone.  The service was read in Latin and the Bishop was supported in the responses by other members 
of the clergy.  Following the religious ceremony copies of the local papers and a scroll containing a history of the school and 
parish were placed in a receptacle and sealed within the cornerstone. 
      The program of addresses opened with Bishop Hartley’s speech of congratulation to all those who contributed to the success 
of the demonstration.  He likened the city to a great brotherhood where one was happy with the other’s achievements.  He then 
spoke of the first parochial school established in the basement by Father Montgomery ninety-one years ago --- a school which 
was succeeded by the venerable old structure recently razed to make place for the magnificent school now in the course of erec-
tion.  He briefly sketched the work of the Church in establishing schools in the early ages for the children of the nobles and of 
the people in later days.  He dwelt upon the fact that reverence for God and loyalty to country and obedience to civil authority 
were chief among the things inculcated in all Catholic schools, and emphasized the idea that the Church in her schools, aims at 
creating good religious men and women, men and women of conscience, good Christians and good law-supporting citizens. 
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Are you married in the Church? 
For the past couple of weeks I’ve been 
running a little piece asking whether 
people are in fact registered in the par-
ish (I’m going to keep running that a bit 
longer…). Certain events have moved me 
to ask a more important question: are 
you married in the Church? It’s not a silly 
question. Many are not, and yet don’t know it. They don’t 
know, because they don’t realize that Catholics are bound by 
a certain form of marriage, and if that form is lacking, then 
then there’s no marriage. Let me repeat that: if Catholics at-
tempt marriage outside of the prescribed form, there is no 
marriage. The putative “marriage” in such a case is in fact 
invalid, and the couple in such a situation need to talk to 
their parish priest to see if the situation can be rectified.  
     What is the “form” binding for Catholics? Well, except for 
certain extremely rare circumstances, Catholics need to 
make their vows in the presence of an ordained priest or dea-
con of the Catholic Church with faculties from the local bishop. 
Both of those criteria need to be fulfilled: the priest or deacon 
must be both validly ordained and currently possess the facul-
ties to witness marriages from the local bishop. Some priests/
deacons may indeed have been ordained, but have their facul-
ties (i.e., deputation from the bishop) removed for one reason 
or another. You really have to be careful about renegade 
clergy who hang a shingle out and proclaim “will do wed-
dings.” Hey, couples: if a priest is advertising himself on the 
Internet, he’s not legit. There is no need for authorized clergy 
to do so! They’re already working in parishes, and a parish is 
where you should be going for all your sacramental needs.  
     I’m going into all this because I was talking to a young 
man last week and he told me he was married on a beach in 
South Carolina (another red flag: Catholics may not celebrate wed-
dings  outdoors, or in any non-sacred space) by a priest of the “Free 
Catholic Church.” “Oh?” I said. “Free? You mean he didn’t 
charge?” Turns out he did—quite a lot. But this man and his 
wife apparently wanted a beach wedding and found a dude 
on the Internet who said he could do it, and they hired him. 
$500 later, they’re still not married, no matter what any state 
of our country says. The minister in question may or may not 
have been validly ordained, I don’t know—but he clearly is 
operating outside of communion with the Church, so this 
poor couple’s “marriage” is null and void. It’s no marriage at 
all, even if the states of South Carolina and Ohio and all the 
others recognize it. In the eyes of God and the Church, 
they’re a co-habiting unmarried couple. It appears they made 
an honest mistake—but which really no adult Catholic need 
ever make. Talk to your parish priest if you need to get mar-
ried (whether you’re marrying another Catholic or a non-

Catholic, it doesn’t matter). If you have reason to think you 
may not be validly married in the Church, talk to us. And if 
any Catholic in your family has been married in a way not in 
keeping with Church’s clear practice, encourage them to get 
matters corrected. It’s quite an important matter, because 
those living in invalid marriages may not receive the sacraments—not 
simply those who remarry civilly after a first union, but all 
those who for whatever reason aren’t married according to 
the Church’s laws governing marriage. The world needs the 
witness of strong, faith-filled Catholic marriages. Unfortu-
nately, you can’t give that witness if you’re not even married. 
—Fr. Peter 

The 8th annual Columbus Catholic  
Women’s Conference  
“At the Foot of the Cross” 

 
Saturday, February 21, 2015, at the Ohio Expo Center 
Voinovich Building.  
Rosary at 7:45am 
Bishop Campbell will celebrate Mass at 8:15am 
 
Speakers this year are Colleen Carroll Campbell, Dr. Ed-
ward Sri, and Emily Wilson 
 
Conference fees for pre-registration are $35. 
$20 for students; complimentary for religious sisters.  
Tickets purchased on the day of the conference are $40. 
Please note, tickets are non-refundable, but are transfer-
able to another guest. Those interested taking a bus to the 
event should contact Patty at (740) 453-5173. 
 

The 2015 Columbus Catholic 
Men’s Conference 

“Deepen your faith: be a man of Spirit” 
 
Saturday, February 28 at the Ohio Expo Center Voinovich 
Building. 
 
This year’s speakers are Peter Herbeck, Chris Spielman, 
Ralph Martin, Doug Lessells, Fr. Dave Pivonka, T. O. R., 
and the Most Rev. Bishop Frederick Campbell, who will 
celebrate Mass and preach. 
 
Conference is expected to last 8:00am to 2:45pm. For more 
information and to register, go to columbus-
catholicmen.com, or see the pamphlet rack in the church 
for brochures. 
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PILGRIMAGE TO LOURDES: Fr. Michael Dosch, OP, 

pastor of Saint Patrick’s in Columbus, will be leading a pil-

grimage to Lourdes June 28—July 7, 2015. Interested pil-

grims may learn more details by contacting Fr. Dosch di-

rectly at michael.dosch@juno.com or the contacting the 

Lourdes Pilgrimage Office at  (877) 276-7279 or lourdespil-

grimageoffice@comcast.net. Visit the website at 

www.lourdes-pilgrimage.com. Deadline for registration is 

March 20, 2015. 

Catholic Singles Ministry The Church of the Resurrection 
in New Albany is offering a Day of Reflection on Saturday, 
February 21, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. The fee of $15.00 per person 
includes lunch, the day’s materials, and a prayerful time with 
other Catholic Singles 30 and over. To make your reservations, 
contact the Church of the Resurrection office at 614-855-1400 or 
Suanne Gettings at sgettings@cotrna.org. Reservation deadline 
is Wednesday, February 18. Please make checks payable to 
Church of the Resurrection. 

Are you a registered parishioner?  You might want to 
check on that. Many people think they are but aren't. We 
don’t register you unless you ask us to do so. Even if you 
grew up in this parish, if you are an adult and no longer 
living with your parents you will need to get yourself reg-
istered. It  is sometimes important to be a registered pa-
rishioner—like, say, when you want to schedule a wed-
ding, or have your children baptized, or even apply for a 
letter of good standing so that you can be godparent or 
sponsor for others. Being registered in a parish isn’t the 
same thing as being a good Catholic, but it can sure be 
useful. If you’re not sure whether you’re registered or 
not, call the office to find out. (If you’re currently using 
envelopes for contributions to the parish, you definitely 
are registered.) 

Muskingum Valley Right to Life will be going to the abor-
tion clinic on Broad Street in Columbus on Saturday morn-
ing, February 21 to pray the Rosary for the unborn and their 
mothers.  Cars leave from in front of the church at 6:30 a.m. 

Lay Dominicans Fundraiser The Lay Dominicans & 
Friends for Historic Preservation announce a fund-raiser to be-
gin raising monies to secure and preserve the second cemetery of 
our Catholic heritage in Zanesville.  The first was located on 
these grounds.  While still under the patronage of St. John, the 
grounds were acquired on Greenwood for our beloved ancestors 
in the Faith.  Over the years, there has been vandalism and lack 
of respect for those buried there.  We would like to be able to 
fence in the cemetery with an appropriate fence that both safe-
guards and dignifies the area.  This will be costly, but in the end, 
the results will be priceless, as we preserve our heritage for fu-
ture generations.  To that end, we begin our efforts offering St. 
Thomas Aquinas blankets 
for sale that have the beauti-
ful emblem that is front and 
center on the floor of the 
church.  This item is exclu-
sive to our church.  The 
outer border has Latin for 
“The sign of the Church of 
St. Thomas Aquinas in 
Zanesville.”  The Fleur-de-
Lis symbolizes the Trinity 
and is executed in the colors 
of the Dominican Order, black and white.  The top part of the 
shield calls to mind our patron St. Thomas Aquinas, with the red 
field and the sun reminding us of the great love Thomas had for 
the Eucharist.  The bottom part of the shield is blue, which re-
minds us of our Blessed Mother, who promised St. Dominic that 
she had the Dominicans under her mantle of protection.  The 
carpenter’s square and the lilies of purity remind us of St. Joseph, 
under whose patronage our Dominicans of the Eastern Province 
are placed. 
The blanket is made of lightweight material measuring 50”x60” 
and is machine washable.  This item is available in red, royal 
blue, navy, forest green, black and gray for $25 per blanket, and 
order forms are available at the entrances of the church.  This 
blanket can be used year round to keep you from winter winds 
in a drafty house or when you’re enjoying balmy breezes at the 
beach.  Use one as a lap robe for the elderly or send one off to 
college with a student to give 
them a subtle reminder to at-
tend Mass on Sunday.  Please 
pre-pay with your order by cash 
or check which may be made 
payable to:  Dominican Laity.  
Completed order forms and pay-
ment may be left at the Parish 
Center.  If you have any ques-
tions, please contact Mary Ann 
Ewart at 319-0265 or Melanie 
Von Gunten at 453-3301, exten-
sion 15. 

National Catholic Youth Conference -  "Here I Am Lord · 
Aquí Estoy Señor"  November 19-21 in Indianapolis. The 
NCYC is a great experience for our youth because it allows 
them to meet thousands of other Catholic youth from around 
the country at the largest such gathering anywhere in the U.S! 
More than 23,000 attendees celebrate their Catholic faith as 
they share in daily Mass, talks, and workshops on faith and 
other topics that interest them.  Interested students and their 
parents should attend an informational meeting Sunday, Feb-
ruary 15th at 5:30 p.m.  St. Nicholas Teen Center. 


