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Pastor’s Corner 
Dorothy Day, at the very beginning of her work The Long 
Loneliness, has this to say about her experience of the 
confessional: 
     When you go to confession on a Saturday night, you go 
into a warm, dimly lit vastness, with the smell of wax and 
incense in the air, the smell of burning candles, and if it is a 
hot summer night there is the sound of a great electric fan, 
and the noise of the streets coming in to emphasize the still-
ness. There is another sound too, besides that of the quiet 
movements of the people from pew to confession to altar 
rail; there is the sliding of the shutters of the little window 
between you and the priest in his "box." 
     Some confessionals are large and roomy-plenty of space 
for the knees, and breathing space in the thick darkness that 
seems to pulse with your own heart. In some poor churches, 
many of the ledges are narrow and worn, so your knees al-
most slip off the kneeling bench, and your feet protrude out-
side the curtain which shields you from the others who are 
waiting. Some churches have netting, or screens, between 
you and priest and you can see the outline of his face in-
clined toward you, quiet, impersonal, patient. Some have a 
piece of material covering the screen, so you can see noth-
ing. Some priests leave their lights on in their boxes so they 
can read their breviaries between confessions. The light 
does not bother you if that piece of material is there so you 
cannot see or be seen, but if it is only a grating so that he 
can see your face, it is embarrassing and you do not go back 
to that priest again. 
     Going to confession is hard—hard when you have sins to 
confess and hard when you haven't, and you rack your brain 
for even the beginnings of sins against charity, chastity, 
sins of detraction, sloth or gluttony. You do not want to 
make too much of your constant imperfections and venial 
sins, but you want to drag them out to the light of day as 
the first step in getting rid of them. The just man falls seven 
times daily. 
   "Bless me, Father, for I have sinned," is the way you be-
gin. "I made my last confession a week ago, and since then. . 
." Properly, one should say the Confiteor, but the priest has 
no time for that, what with the long lines of penitents on a 
Saturday night, so you are supposed to say it outside the 
confessional as you kneel in a pew, or as you stand in line 
with others. 
    "I have sinned. These are my sins." That is all you are 

supposed to tell; not the sins of others, or your own virtues, 
but only your ugly, gray, drab, monotonous sins.  
     I run this bit because I have always found it mov-
ing—this is coming from a prominent convert to the 
Catholic faith who had no time for treacly piety or silli-
ness. Reading her works, she can be somewhat intimi-
dating, inasmuch as she is impatient with a lot of things 
that many today seem to take for granted. I think we 
can all learn from converts, and something we can all 
learn from Dorothy Day is how to go to confession.  
     There’s a presumption from a lot of contemporary 
Catholics that previous generations of Catholics were 
all gullible or super-pious—like, they all said the daily 
Rosary, and were all tools of the clergy, and—this is 
great—they all found it easy to go to confession. I’m 
sure they all would be greatly amused to hear of our my-
opic impressions. Especially the bit about confession: 
Dorothy Day sums up the universal experience of 
Catholics when she says: Going to confession is hard—hard 
when you have sins to confess and hard when you haven’t. Amen, 
sister. Here’s a paradox for you: the sacraments all come 
to us from Jesus Christ (not from the Church!), and that 
includes the sacrament of Penance (or Confession, or 
Reconciliation). It confers grace (divine life) and yet  
this one sacrament is unpleasant. Who can deny it? For 
in it, we confess our faults. Tell of the bad things we 
have done, and said, and thought, or the good things we 
ought to have done and failed to do. The proper term for 
this is self-accusation, and it’s something our narcissistic 
world thinks we’re stupid to do. Much of what we as 
Catholics admit are wrong, others do not believe are 
wrong, so there’s that. But even where they agree 
there’s some kind of fault, many non-Christians can’t 
conceive of doing what Catholics do: “owning” our sins, 
confessing them, accusing ourselves of them. We do so 
without any delight or morbid self-consciousness, but 
simply in obedience to the Lord, who knows what 
we’re made of and wants to get the bacteria of sin out. 
The way he has chosen for us is through our rational 
capacity for speech and with unsentimental honesty. 
And yes, it requires a minister of the Church—human 
wrongs need to be righted humanly. And human soli-
darity—the healing of the wounds to the Church by 
sin—is expressed in the confession to a minister. 
Maybe all this is why confession made sense to Dorothy 
Day—even if she didn’t like it. —Fr. Peter 
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Weekly Calendar 

Sun, Nov  16 
10:00 a.m. CCD (School) 
Coffee and doughnuts (Rosary Hall) 
6:00 p.m. Youth Group (St. Nicholas) 
 
Mon, Nov 17 
7:00 p.m. Children of God prayer group (Chapel) 
 
Tue, Nov 18 
6:00 p.m. Rosary for Life (Church) 
7:00 p.m. RCIA (Parish Center) 
 
Wed, Nov 19 
12:30-8:00 p.m. Eucharistic exposition 
 
 
 
 

 
Please pray for the home-bound of the parish:  

Margaret Gladys Abbott, Maxine Anders, William 
& Jan Barry, Josephine Basalla, Mary Battiger, 
Dorothy Beaver, Gertrude Bell, Ed Bowman, Made-
lyn Bronkar. Mathilda Clark, Mary Cowden, Mi-
chael Curtis,  Jeanne Dittmar, Ralph Dosch, Paul & 
Marcy DuBeck, Betty Fedor, Jenni Finnen, Beverly 
Foley, Isabel Gilchrist, Mary Ellen Grafton, Nancy 
Hamler, Florence Herbert, Gabrielle Hinkle, 

Patricia Huck, Mary Imlay, Mary Caroline John-
son, Eileen Johnston, Henry Long, David Macenko, 
Farida Mach, Gerald Marshall, Josephine Marshall, 
Alice McGonagle, Betty Mercer, Michael 
Overstreet, Loretta (& Charles) Paynter, Patricia 
Perrone, Glenna Pfeifer, Alice Pitcock, Mary Polas-
cak, Mary Postlewaite, George and Barb Ridenour, 
Barbara Schumacher, Charles & Mary Lou Scott, 
Loretta Sfliko, Theresa Tracey, Teresa Woods, 
Terri Woods 
 

Please pray for our recently deceased:  

Virginia Morrison, Requiescat in pace. 
 

MASS INTENTIONS 
 

Sun, Nov 16 33rd Sunday of Ordinary Time  
5:00pm Bob & Bette Mattingly (+)                
7:00am Eleanor Teeters & Family   
9:00am Marilyn Rosta (+) 
11:00am People of the Parish 
 
Mon, Nov  17 St. Elizabeth of Hungary, religious (M) 
8:00am Michael & Catherine Musselman & Family  
Noon Beverly McLoughlin (+)  
 
Tue, Nov 18 
8:00am Jeremy Haley 
 
Wed, Nov  19 
8:00am Douglas Wurzbach (+) 
Noon Don Cornett (+) 
 
Thu, Nov  20 
8:00am Barbara K. Mercer (+) 
 
Fri, Nov 21 Presentation of the B. V. M. (M) 
8:00am Fallen-away Catholics 
Noon Omelia Morosco (+) 
 
Sat, Nov  22 St. Cecilia, virgin and martyr (M) 

9:00am Souls in Purgatory 
 
Sun, Nov 23 Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe 
5:00pm Charles & Leota Schaumleffel (+) 
7:00am Ephraim Heil (+) 
9:00am People of the Parish  
11:00am Clarence Harnetty (+) 
 
(Incense will not be used at 7:00am Masses; it may be used at other Sun-
day Masses, as well as evening Masses on Holy Days of Obligation.) 
 

2nd Collections 
Nov. 23:  Dominican Novices 
Dec 7: Saint Vincent de Paul Society 
 

Parish Finances 

Week of November 10, 2014 
Envelopes (259) ............................................$9,975.00 
Loose………..…………………………             868.46 
Total ........................ ...…………………….  10,843.46 
Weekly Budget............................................ 11,538.00 

This week’s deficit...………………….    694.54 

Year-to-date deficit:   ……………    $28, 828.32 
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A History of St. Thomas Aquinas Church 
Part XXII – Jubilees  

      The Diamond Jubilee of St. Thomas Aquinas Church was fittingly observed Sunday, April 19th, 1903. 
Hundreds of Catholics from surrounding cities were in attendance at the services which included sermons by 
eloquent priests.  It has been said that one of the most brilliant discourses was that given by the Very Rever-
end Lawrence Francis Kearney, O.P., S.T.M.  The Right Reverend Bishop Henry Moeller was the celebrant 
of the Pontifical Mass, wearing vestments that had been a gift from King John II of Portugal to Bishop Fen-
wick.  Another royal gift that was used for the Mass was a golden chalice that at the time was two hundred 
years old.  It bore the inscription:  “From the King of Spain to the King of Kings”.  In recent history, this 
wonderful historical treasure was housed in the museum at St. Joseph’s in Somerset. Unfortunately, several 
years ago, there was a break-in at the museum, and this was one of the pieces lost to us. 
      In 1903, the church was filled with an estimated two thousand persons, an inspiring contrast to the ap-
proximately three hundred devoted souls that had knelt on the bare boards of their earlier church for their 
first Mass seventy-five years before.  In a news item from the Courier of Zanesville, dated April 20, 1903, is 
the following report regarding the visitors attending the Jubilee:  It is estimated that from 1,200 to 1,500 visitors 
were in the city Sunday to attend the Jubilee.  The railroads ran special trains to handle the crowds.  Five hundred came 
in from Columbus and waypoints, and 200 from Quaker City and Cambridge on the B. & O. (Baltimore & Ohio Rail-
road). The Zanesville and Western had 150 from Columbus on a special that ran through without stops.  The C. & M.V. 
(Cincinnati & Muskingum Valley Railroad) had 400 from Lancaster.” 
      Another news item of great importance to Zanesville in 1903 was a cablegram announcing that Pope Pius 
X had appointed Rev. James Hartley as Bishop of Columbus to succeed Bishop Moeller, who had been named 
coadjutor (assistant) to Archbishop Elder of Cincinnati.  Bishop Hartley was consecrated by Bishop Moeller 
on February 25, 1904 in Steubenville’s Holy Name Church on February 25, 1904. 
      On July 28, 1904, Father John Hyacinth Lynch, a native of Zanesville that had been baptized in Zanes-
ville’s “brick chapel” of Holy Trinity, celebrated the Golden Jubilee of his ordination to the priesthood at St. 
Thomas, where he had spent nearly thirty of his fifty years as a priest.  On September 9, 1908, Fr. Kearney 
celebrated his Silver Jubilee as a priest.   
      In 1908, lightning struck St. Thomas Aquinas Church, and a fire ensued.  The fire damaged vestments 
and religious articles, but these items were covered by insurance.  The parishioners were grateful that the 
damage was minor, but they had no idea what dangers their beloved church would face in the future. 
 (installments of the History of the parish of Saint Thomas Aquinas provided by Melanie Von Gunten) 
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BRHS Stuff 

Bishop Rosecrans High School News! 
October has been a busy month at Rosecrans.  The Peer 
Ministers are focused on the renovation of the school’s 
chapel. Students gathered and spent several afternoons 
cleaning the chapel this month.  The Bishop Rosecrans 
High School boys and girls soccer teams both made it to the 
regional tournament level, and we are very excited about 
their victories.  A Fall Sports Recognition Ceremony will be 
held on Sunday November 16th at 5:00pm to recognize the 
soccer, volleyball, and golf teams.  Rosecrans also celebrated 
academic achievement during October with the Academic 
Awards Ceremony.  Principal Jennifer Mallett and Guid-
ance Counselor WillaMarie Jackson awarded letters and 
pins to students who maintained a 3.5 GPA during the pre-
vious school year.  —Matthew Wagner, class of ’15 
 

Rosecrans Boys Basketball Fundraiser 
For the past 22 years, the Bishop Rosecrans boys basket-
ball team, along with the cheerleaders and girls basketball 
team, have provided Christmas gifts for needy children. 
This program is now called “Christmas on the Hill.” 
How can you help? On November 29, the basketball team 
will have a drive-up in front of Rosecrans High School 
where you can pick up TATS pizza and salads between 
8:00 and 11:00 a.m. This is a great way to have all the food 
you need for the Buckeyes-Wolverines game that starts at 
noon! If you have any questions, call Todd Rock at (740) 
408-1475. 
 
Rosecrans  High School Holiday Bazaar 
On Saturday, December 6, 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.  This 
bazaar has over 150 tables with 100 different vendors. We 
offer a wide variety of crafts including many gift ideas, 
holiday decorations, and unique handcrafted items found 
only at this type of event.  There is lunch for purchase, 
which includes homemade soups, noodles, sandwiches & 
desserts. We take pride in being referred to as the “best 
bazaar in the area.” Mark your calendar now! 
 
Bishop Fenwick & Rosecrans High School 
The 3rd Annual Catholic Schools of Zanesville Car Raffle has 
begun. This car raffle will help the schools sustain their finan-
cial viability. The goal of this raffle is for our community to 
sell 2500 tickets by February 2015.  Each ticket will cost $50.00 
and they are available at all school offices, through the mail or 
at www.rosecrans.cdeducation.org. 

 

Around the parish 

Delicious Pumpkin Cookies! 
Just in time for Thanksgiving Day, delicious pump-
kin cookies from Dooley’s Diner!  These scrump-
tious morsels are only $6.00 per dozen and all pro-
ceeds will benefit Catholic Social Services (CSS).  
To place an order, please contact (740) 452-5057 (ext. 
102).  During the week of November 21st to 26th, 
cookie orders will be available for pick-up at the 
Diner (231 Market St.), the CSS office (422 Main 
St.), or by delivery, which can be arranged.  Don’t 
miss out on this sweet opportunity! 

First Annual Bishops Alumni Social  
will happen at the Knights of Columbus on Friday, 
November 28th from 7 - 10 pm. Tickets are $10 at 
the door or $5 if purchased in advance at the high 
school. Appetizers and soft drinks included. This 
event is open to all RHS supporters, alumni, family, 
and friends. 
 

Baskets of Love 
This is the time to brighten a senior citizen’s holiday sea-

son. We will be making gift baskets; please consider buy-

ing some items to fill the baskets. Encouraged items in-

clude (but are not limited to) bath & hand towels, non-skid 

rugs, phone cards, “gripper” pens, lined stationery, postage 

stamps, envelopes, large print books, shampoo, dog or cat 

treats, soap, razors, crossword puzzle books, bandages & 

ointments, mops, sponges, bleach, laundry soap, fabric sof-

tener, stain remover, sugar-free candy, toothpaste, assorted 

greeting cards, paper towels, tissues, toilet paper, baby 

powder. The items will be delivered by December 22, 

2014. You may drop off your items at the Catholic Social 

Services office, 422 Main St, or the Muskingum County. 

Senior Center on Sunrise Center Dr.  
 

Muskingum Valley Right To Life group will be 
going to the abortion clinic on Broad Street in Columbus 
Saturday morning, November 22, 2014 to pray the Rosary 
for the unborn and their mothers. Cars leave the church 
at 6:30 a.m.  
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Know Your Dominican Saints 
November 15 – St. Albert the Great – Friar, Bishop and Doctor of the Church 
Albert of Lauingen was born in Swabia (Germany) at the beginning of the thirteenth century.  While a student at the Uni-
versity of Pavia, he was attracted to the Order of Preachers by 
Blessed Jordan of Saxony, the successor of St.   Dominic.  From 
1242 until 1248, he taught at the University of Paris where Tho-
mas Aquinas was one of his students.  Albert helped to intro-
duce Aristotelian physics as interpreted by Jewish and Arabian 
philosophers into Western thought.  From 1248, he taught at 
Cologne and served as provincial of Germany (1254-1257).  To-
gether with St. Bonaventure, he defended the right of the Men-
dicant Orders (those who depended upon alms for a living) to 
teach in universities. He was named Bishop of Ratisbon in 
1260, but after two years he resigned because he considered 
himself unworthy.  He continued his teaching at Wurzburg, 
Strasbourg and Cologne.  In his attempts to blend the wisdom 
of the saints with human knowledge, he was a distinguished 
writer and teacher, but he was even more distinguished in his 
life of holiness and in his pastoral charity.  He had a deep devotion to the Blessed Sacrament and to the Virgin Mary, who 
according to legend, led him to the Dominicans.  Because of his writings, he is called “the Great” and the “universal doctor”.  
He died at Cologne on November 15, 1280.  In 1459, Pope Pius II declared him a doctor of the Church; in 1931, Pope Pius XI 
declared him a saint; and Pope Pius XII named him the patron of those involved in natural sciences. 
 
November 19 – Blessed James Benefatti, Friar and Bishop 
Blessed James was born at Mantua, Italy in the latter half of the thirteenth century.  He entered the Order there and came to 
the notice of Nicholas Boccassini, Master of the Order. Who made him his socius.  Bl. James continued as his advisor when 
Nicholas was created cardinal in 1298, as well as when Nicholas was elected Pope as Benedict XI.  He was named Bishop of 

Mantua in 1304.  There he fought against the hatred and division which 
plagued the city.  Because of his devotion to the poor during a time of pestilence 
and famine, he was called “Father of the Poor.”  He died on November 19, 1332. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


