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Pastor’s Corner 
 
St. Joseph is called sometimes “the silent.” He’s never quoted in the pages of the New Testament—at least not 
directly. I personally suspect that much of Jesus’ speech during his public ministry—and especially some of his 
more direct observations—comes from St. Joseph’s down-to-earth manner. How could Jesus not be influenced 
by this man? Jesus was God, but also fully human and learned things in a human manner. And if that’s true, then 
we get a lot of St. Joseph at second hand.  
 But why the silence? Because he wasn’t Jesus’ natural father? Because he wasn’t central to the coming-to-be 
of Jesus humanly, as Mary was? I don’t think that’s it. After all, there are many who have a lot to say in the New 
Testament who are less close to the Lord than St. Joseph was.  
 Take a look at the image on p. 4. It’s deceptively simple, but in fact there’s a lot going on here. At the top 
right, angels are announcing to shepherds the birth of the Messiah. At the top left are more angels, bowing in 
adoration of the newborn King and leading the Magi to do likewise. At the bottom right, the infant Baptist is be-
ing symbolically bathed by his mother Elizabeth— it’s the alighting onto earth that gives John his power to bap-
tize and prophesy. In the cave , the center of it all,  we find Mother and child, and the beasts of burden, like the 
one that will bear Jesus into Jerusalem just before his passion. 
 All these are features common to Eastern iconography. There’s another that’s not as readily understandable: 
Joseph, at the bottom left, by himself, head resting in palm. If you asked the average person these days what this 
means, he might say that obviously Joseph is feeling a bit neglected by all of this. The angel Gabriel just told him 
what God asks him to do and he was really given no choice. The child isn’t his natural son, and he knows he can 
never have normal relations with his wife. His life has been totally changed by the coming of Jesus.   
 Of course, that answer assumes that Joseph is a thoroughly modern fella: touchy and needy, brooding at 
slights to his self-esteem. In fact, I don’t think the average Palestinian Jew of his day would have thought that 
way at all. And I especially don’t think Joseph would have—God the Father would never have asked him to shoul-
der the burdens he placed on him without equipping him with a manly faith, nor without granting him the in-
sights needed to go on and provide for Mary and Jesus—each of whom was greater than he. Go back to that pic-
ture now: why assume that Joseph is sulking? Why not assume rather that he has withdrawn in awe of the finger 
of God, the better to meditate on the reality in which he was privileged to play a part. Like his wife, he is 
“pondering all these things” in his heart. 
 He was silent, this foster father of the Lord. Three times the angel Gabriel appeared to him during sleep, to 
give him instructions from God. Each time, Joseph arose and did as he was commanded. They were difficult com-
mands, but he obeyed, knowing that he had the help of God. The coming of Jesus certainly does change our 
lives, it’s true. He has a way of upsetting our plans. But given the quality of our planning and our understanding 
of life, that’s a good thing. Isn’t following God’s lead an infallible path to true happiness? The “true” is important 
here, because there are many counterfeits that we may settle for—but God in his mercy wants more for us than 
our own little minds can dream up. We can push him away and refuse (as neither Joseph nor Mary did, to our 
great benefit), but you see, that really would be settling for so much less—immeasurably less. Can you imagine 
what the world would have been like if Mary and Joseph had lesser imaginations than they did? They both could 
have said they were in love and wanted things to stay even keel and also they were both very busy and socially 
connected and weren’t really interested in having a baby quite so early in their marriage and they definitely were-
n’t interested in a baby before their marriage! Of course they didn’t, and never would have. But we’re not always 
as understanding as they. We sometimes try to control our lives. And the cost is a loss to ourselves of wisdom 
and joy. May St. Joseph give us courage! 
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O Mary, temple of the Trinity. 

O Mary, bearer of fire. 

O Mary, dispenser of mercy. 

O Mary, restorer of human generation, 

because the world was repurchased 

by means of the sustenance 

that your flesh found in the Word, 

Christ repurchased the world 

with his Passion 

and you with your suffering. 

O Mary, peaceful ocean. 

O Mary, giver of peace. 

O Mary, fruitful land. 

You, O Mary, 

are that new plant 

from which we have the fragrant flower of the Word, 

only-begotten Son of God, 

because this Word was sown in you, 

O fruitful land. 

You are the land and the plant. 

O Mary, vehicle of fire 

you bore the fire hidden 

and veiled beneath the ash of your humanity. 

O Mary, vase of humility, 

in which there burns the light of true knowledge 

with which you lifted yourself above yourself 

and yet were pleasing to the eternal Father; 

hence he took 

and brought you to himself, 

loving you with a singular love. 

With this light and fire of your charity 

and with the oil of your humility, 

you drew and inclined His divinity 

to come into you, 

although He was first drawn to us 

by the most ardent fire of His inestimable charity. 

Today, O Mary, 

you have become a book 

in which our rule is written. 

In you, today, 

is written the wisdom of the eternal Father. 

In you, today, 

is manifested the strength and freedom of all humankind. 

I say that the dignity of humankind 

is manifested because when I look at you, O Mary, 

I see that the hand of the Holy Spirit 

has written the Trinity in you, 

forming in you the Incarnate Word, 

the only begotten Son of God. 

Weekly Calendar 

Sun, Dec 13 
CCD (following 9:00 Mass)  
Coffee & doughnuts after 9:00 & 11:00 Masses 
 
Mon, Dec 14 
7:00 Scouts (parish center) 
 
Tue, Dec 15 
2:00 p.m. Gospel of Luke Bible Study (parish center) 
6:00 p.m. Rosary for Life (church) 
7:00 p.m. R. C. I. A. (parish center) 
 
Wed, Dec 16 
12:30-7:00 p.m. Eucharistic exposition  
3:00-4:00 p.m. Confessions 
7:00 p.m. Benediction  
Confessions (following Benediction) 
 
Sat, Dec 19 
Pro-life Rosary in Columbus. Leave church at 6:30 am 
 
Sun, Dec 20 
3:00 p.m. Lessons and carols (church) 

 

 

Please remember Saint Thomas 

Aquinas Church in your will 

Parish Finances 
 

Week of December 6, 2015 
Envelopes  ..................................................... $10,486.85 
Loose………..…………………………....………………… 1,229.38 
Total .................................... ...……………………. 11,,716.23 
[Other ...........................................................     1,376.00] 
Weekly Budget ...............................................  11,538.00    
This week’s surplus .……………....…………………    178.23 
 
 
 
(Note: collection total does not reflect electronic donations. The parish 
receives $3,230.00 monthly through automatic electronic deposits.) 

MASS INTENTIONS  
 

Sunday, December 13 
THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT (Gaudete Sunday) 
5:00pm (Sat.) Elmer & Virginia Ball & Family 
7:00am Tam Greulich (+) 
9:00am Michael Strohl (+) 
11:00am Bud Gookins (+)  
7:30pm People of the parish 
 

Monday, December 14 
St. John of the Cross, Priest & Doctor (M) 
8:00am Thomas & Arabell Reynolds (+)  
Noon  Carey Joseph (+) 
 

Tuesday, December 15  
Advent Weekday 
8:00am William Schneider (+) 
Noon  Souls in Purgatory 
 

Wednesday, December 16 
Advent Weekday 
8:00am Betty Jane Joseph (+) 
Noon  Charles & Leota Schaumleffel (+) 
Extra confessions 3-4 p.m. and following Benediction 
 

Thursday, December 17 
Advent Weekday 
8:00am Earl Norris & Family 
Noon    Roy & Eleanor Teeters (+) 
 

Friday, December 18 
Advent Weekday 
8:00am John & Catharine Reynolds Finan  (+) 
Noon  Wayne Barrett (+) 
 

Saturday, December 19 
Advent Weekday 
9:00am Edith Joseph  (+)  
 

Sunday, December 20 
FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
5:00pm (Sat.) Michael Strohl (+) 
7:00am Eleanor Teeters & Family 
9:00am Cecil Baughman (+) 
11:00am Edwin Sawyers (+)  
7:30pm People of the parish 
 

 

Nota bene: Incense may be used at any Sunday Mass except the 7:00 a.m. 
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Advent/Christmas Schedule  
Venite, adoremus Dominum! 

 

December 20th, Fourth Sunday of Advent 
Lessons and Carols at 3:00 p.m. 

 

Christmas Eve  
Masses at 5:00 & 7:30 p.m. 

Lessons and Carols at 11:00 p.m. 

Christmas Day 
 Masses at 12 midnight, 7:00, 9:00, & 11:00 a.m.  
   No evening Mass Christmas Day. 

Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God (January 1, 2016) 
 Masses at 6:00 p.m. (vigil), 8:00 & 10:00 a.m. 
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Please pray for the home-bound of the parish:  
Margaret Gladys Abbott, William & Jan Barry, Josephine Ba-

salla, Mary Batteiger, Gertrude Bell, Madelyn Bronkar, 

Mathilda Clark, Bart & Josephine Cooper, Mary Cowden, Mi-

chael Curtis, Ernestine Dailey, Jeanne Dittmar, Ralph Dosch, 

Marcy DuBeck, Betty Fedor, Jenni Finnen, Beverly Foley, Isabel 

Gilchrist, Mary Ellen Grafton, Florence Herbert, Carol Hoffman, 

Patricia Huck, Mary Imlay, Mary Caroline Johnson, Eileen Johns-

ton, Henry Long, David Macenko, Dolores Mahon, Josephine 

Marshall, Alice McGonagle, Betty Mercer, Loretta (& Charles) 

Paynter, Patricia Perone, Glenna Pfeifer, Alice Pitcock, Mary 

Polascak, Mary Postlewaite, Mary Rosta, George and Barb 

Ridenour, Mary Lou Scott, Loretta Silfko, Theresa Tracey, 

Teresa Woods, Terri Woods 
 

Please pray for the deceased of the parish 
 

______________________________________ 

 
The Catholic Men’s Luncheon Club is also accepting 
nominations for the Diocese of Columbus 2016 
Catholic Man of the Year. This annual award recog-
nizes one layman who, through his daily actions, 
words, and prayers, exemplifies the “good and faith-
ful servant.”  Bishop Frederick Campbell will present 
the award on Friday, February 5, 2016 at the Catholic 
Men’s Luncheon. Nominations will be accepted 
through December 28th. For details and nomination 
instructions, go to www.plugInCatholicMen.com. 
Completed nominations and supporting letters 
should be emailed to  
catholicmanoftheyear@gmail.com. Submit a nomi-
nation and let everyone know that your husband, fa-
ther, son, uncle, brother or friend is the Catholic Man 
of the Year! 
 

          ——————————————————- 
 
Christmas gift-wrappers needed  
Can you spare a couple of hours this Sunday, Decem-
ber 13, to help wrap gifts for the elderly and nursing 
home residents? If you can, come to the parish Activ-
ity Center around 3:00 pm. Students may earn com-
munity service hours. Call Ron or Grayce Welsh at 
(740) 796-3981 with any questions.  
 
 

 

The Daughters of  Isabella there is no meeting on Tues-
day, December 15th. The next meeting will be Tuesday, 
January 12th at 6:00 p.m. in the St. Nicholas Parish Office. 
 
______________________________________ 
 

Baskets of Love This is the time to brighten a senior citi-
zen’s holiday season. We will be making gift baskets; 
please consider buying some items to fill the baskets. En-
couraged items include (but are not limited to) bath & 
hand towels, non-skid rugs, phone cards, “gripper” pens, 
lined stationery, postage stamps, envelopes, large print 
books, shampoo, dog or cat treats, soap, razors, crossword 
puzzle books, bandages & ointments, mops, sponges, 
bleach, laundry soap, fabric softener, stain remover, sugar-
free candy, toothpaste, assorted greeting cards, paper tow-
els, tissues, toilet paper, baby powder. The items will be 
delivered by December 23, 2015. You may drop off your 
items at the Catholic Social Services office, 422 Main St, 
or the Muskingum County Senior Center on Sunrise 
Center Drive 

______________________________________ 
 

 

Sunday evening Mass moves to 6:00 

p.m.  

After reviewing the returns of the survey and having 
given it a good deal of thought, I’ve decided that 6:00 p.m. 
would be a better time for the late Mass Sunday than 7:30. 
I’m sure there will be some whose schedules would have 
meshed better with the later time, but it’s clear that on the 
whole more parishioners will benefit from a somewhat 
earlier Mass. The change will take place Sunday, January 
3 of the new year. Please make a note! —Fr. Peter 

 
Don’t forget the extra Confession times dur-
ing Advent! Wednesdays, 3:00-4:00 p.m. 
and following Benediction (7:00 p.m.) 

http://www.plugincatholicmen.com/
mailto:catholicmanoftheyear@gmail.com
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ANNUAL COVER YOUR  

NEIGHBOR SUNDAY 
 

 December 13, 2015 
Help the needy with new: 

 

 

 Blankets 
 Sheets and Pillow Cases 
 Towels and Wash Clothes 
 
  
 

 
 

No Blanket? No Problem!  
We’ll make your cash donation go even further with bulk pur-

chases of bedding, cribs, and other essentials. 

Bring your blanket / donation when you come to church the 

weekend of December 12th & 13th. 

 

Help someone get through the winter. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


