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Pastor’s Corner     
 
 This Sunday’s juxtaposition of readings—the story 
of Abraham and God’s request that he sacrifice him—and the 
Gospel account of the Transfiguration (remember that the 
first reading and Gospel passage of Sunday Masses are cho-
sen as prophecy-and-fulfillment couplets—they’re matched). 
The Abraham story is terrifying, and one of the most trou-
bling parts of the Bible, in spite of its somewhat happy end-
ing. The Gospel passage of Jesus’ taking Peter, James, and 
John up the mountain with him is mysterious and daunting 
in its own way, yet promises Jesus’ glory.  
     It’s not instantly clear what these two have to do with 
each other. But I think they are better matched that what 
may appear at first. 
     Abraham and Sarah waited many years for a son. It’s im-
possible to read Genesis and not sympathize with this cou-
ple that have been promised a child repeatedly by God, but 
who only grow childless. So desperate does Sarah become at 
one point that she tells Abraham to go sire a child by one of 
their slave-girls, Hagar. He does so, but Sarah comes to regret 
it, for Hagar holds Sarah in contempt afterward. So Sarah 
drives both Hagar and her son Ishmael away, and Abraham is 
heartbroken, thinking that his heir has just been disowned 
after waiting so long!  
     But no, Ishmael was not to be Abraham’s heir. Abraham 
was still to father a son by Sarah, even though both were so 
old they were “as good as dead” as the Letter to the Hebrews 
would later put it. Sarah bore him a son, whom they named 
Isaac. Finally the promised and long-awaited offspring. But 
then God says something surprising: Take your son Isaac, your 
only one, whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah. There you shall 
offer him up as a holocaust on a height that I will point out to you.  
     Note that God calls Isaac Abraham’s “only one”—Ishmael 
doesn’t figure in here, although he is clearly also a son of 
Abraham. Ishmael was not a freeborn, legitimate son, not a 
natural son, so to speak. Only Isaac. Also, note that in this 
passage God does not ask Abraham to slay Isaac, although 
that is what Abraham infers is meant. No, God asks him to 
offer up Isaac as a holocaust, which usually meant—and 
would mean later under the Mosaic covenant—a sacrifice in 
which the victim was wholly consumed by fire. Abraham 
was planning on first killing Isaac with the knife, then burn-
ing his body (hence the wood Isaac carried).       
     Why did Abraham think God wanted him to kill his son? 
And why did God not set him straight, when it must have 
caused him incredible heartache and anguish?  
     Abraham thought that’s what God wanted, not just be-
cause that’s what the word meant, but because in the ancient 
near East, that’s what all gods demanded. Human sacrifice 

was the norm—Abraham must have been dreading getting 
this command all along. What darkness we have been res-
cued from by the revelation of God! God’s idea of a 
“holocaust” is much different from ours. It is one in which we 
give ourselves completely to him, and yet one in which we 
are transfigured, not annihilated—as Jesus was by his com-
ing death and resurrection, and even by anticipation, mo-
mentarily, in this episode on the mountain. 
     As to why God did not clarify what he meant to Abraham 
so as to spare him so much psychological suffering—this is a 
question ultimately answerable only by God, but here’s one 
man’s guess: He wanted to draw the starkest possible con-
trast between himself and the gods of our own making 
(which all other gods are), and for us to grasp the difference 
between the holiness and mercy of the God who is Love It-
self, we need to know—perhaps by seeing what a world 
without God is. For us poor folk, slow to understand, we 
need to experience darkness before we can really appreciate 
light. Only then can we rejoice in the truth, that God allows 
us to suffer, and suffer greatly, perhaps even death, only that 
he can return us to life. Jesus’ transfiguration on the mount 
was a revelation to his disciples—including us now—of 
what awaits those who love the Father to the end.  
     Jesus’ passion teaches us not to fear anything—not even 
death, or what we call death. Jesus shows us that there’s 
something far worse than physical death (otherwise he 
wouldn’t have suffered it himself, or allowed his faithful ones 
to suffer it). What’s worse than physical death is a life with-
out knowing the true God, and his commandments and his 
truth and love.  —Fr. Peter 

 
Next weekend, March 8, Bro. Luke Hoyt from the 
House of Studies will be with us to ask your support 
for the Dominicans studying for the priesthood in 
Washington, DC. I asked him to tell us a little some-
thing about himself in advance. Here you go. 
 
Bro. Luke Hoyt was born in Berkeley, California, 
where he was raised in the Dominican parish of St. 
Mary Magdalene, until his family moved to eastern 
Ohio. He is the second of five children. He received a 
Bachelors of Music from the University of Michigan, 
where he studied piano performance. As a seminarian 
for the Diocese of Steubenville, he received a Bache-
lors of Philosophy from the Pontifical College Jose-
phinum. He is grateful to be a Dominican friar who 
can devote his life to the ministry of the Word.  
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Weekly Calendar 

 
Sun, Mar 1 
Coffee and doughnuts (Rosary Hall) 
10:00 a.m. CCD (School) 
 
Mon, Mar 2 
7:00pm Scouts (Parish Center) 
 
Tue, Mar 3 
6:00 p.m. Rosary for Life (Church) 
7:00 p.m. RCIA (Parish Center) 
 
Wed, Mar 4 
12:30—8:00 p.m. Eucharistic exposition 
 
Fri, Mar 6 
9:00 a.m. Quilters (Parish Center) 
7:00 p.m. Stations of the Cross (Church) 
[Stations will be prayed all Fridays of Lent] 
 
 
 

MASS INTENTIONS week of March 1 
 
Sunday, March 1 
Second Sunday of Lent 
5:00pm Barbara Phillis (+) 
7:00am People of the Parish 
9:00am Dan and Barbara Creagan and family 
11:00am Thomas and Kathleen Downs (+)  
7:30pm Christians in the Middle East 
 

Monday, March 2 
Lenten Weekday 
8:00am Vera Marsh (+) 
Noon Mark Ginikos (+) 
 

Tuesday, March 3 
Lenten Weekday 
8:00am Gerald E. Marshall (+) 
Noon Souls in Purgatory  
 

Wednesday, March 4 
Lenten Weekday 
8:00am Gerald E. Marshall (+) 
Noon Souls in Purgatory  
 

Thursday, March 5 
Lenten Weekday 
8:00am Kaye Musselman 
Noon Fr. Bruno Cadoré, O.P. 
 

Friday, March 6 
Lenten Weekday 
8::00  Richard Wymer (+) 
Noon Patricia Rubeck (+) 
7:00pm Stations of the Cross & Confessions 
 

Saturday, March 7 
Lenten Weekday (formerly  feast of St. Thomas Aquinas) 
9:00am Barbara Phillis (+) 
 

Sunday, March 8 
Third Sunday of Lent 
5:00pm Charles & Leota Schaumleffel (+) 
7:00am James Leo Burkhart (+) 
9:00am Carol Luby (+) 
11:00am Gerald Pfeifer (+)  
7:30pm People of the Parish 
 
The Sacrament of Penance is available every weekday 11:30am-noon, as well 
as Wednesday evenings 7:00-8:00, and Saturdays 8:30-9:00am and 4:00-
5:00pm. Also, during Lent, after Friday Stations. 

Parish Finances 
 
Week of February 22, 2015 
 
Envelopes (183) ………………………………..$6, 140.00 
Loose ………………………………………………      777.71 
Total ………………………………………………    6,917.71 
Weekly budget ………………………………..   11,538.00 
This week’s deficit …………………………..   4,620.29 
Year-to-date deficit …………………………. 62,200.42 
 
Upcoming second collections 
 
March 8: Dominican House of Studies 
March 15: Catholic Relief Services 
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A History of St. Thomas Aquinas Church 

Part XXVII – Blessing of the Cornerstone of St. Thomas School – Part 3 
 

      The Rev. A. L. Leininger, Rector of St. Nicholas Church, Zanesville, was the next speaker and delivered the following eloquent address:  As 

American Citizens, we are justified in taking a personal interest in the upbuilding of our schools, whether public or private.  We congratulate the 
pastor and members of this parish, and the citizens of Zanesville in general are to be congratulated as they are the beneficiaries of this institution. 
     In building this school we are lessening the burden of general city taxation by carrying the burdens of educating our own children.  This burden 
we do not take from a purely humanitarian stand point---but as a matter of strict conscience.  Let me tell you why. 
     We know the need of forming the perfect man.  Educating both mind and heart.  Education is not an experiment with the Catholic Church---She 
was commissioned to be the teacher of nations on the day when Our Lord told the Apostles, “Go teach all nations.”  She founded schools with the 
spread of the Gospel,---she maintains her schools today as in past ages, teaching children in the rudimentary elements of the secular branches, and 
alike training the heart.  To mould the minds of children in virtue and knowledge is the making of a perfect man---the moulding of character should 
be the moral basis of life---all education should lead to the formation of character.  Character is truly an engrav-
ing, the something that is cut and carved and chiseled in the individual soul---character is that which individual-
izes us, it is the distinctive feature of every soul, the sum of excellence or defects which make us what we are. 
      To parents has been given as the first right, the grace and conscientious duty of preparing a solid foundation in 
the hearts of their children moulding according to the Divine Model, the cornerstone upon which to erect in ma-
ture years a strong Christian character. 
      The hope of a Christian future, the preservation of faith and the welfare of families, the prosperity of nations 
and the Christian character of our civilization depend upon the Christian education of our children.  So firmly 
convinced is the Church of this fact that the child has ever been the object of her most tender solicitude.  And who 
has a better right than she to be interested in children?  She it is who sanctifies the child and gives it in holy Bap-
tism a spiritual birth as the child of God,---She it is who, as a spiritual Mother administers to children the grace 
of the sacraments, nourishes them with the Sacred Body of Christ and is their leader and teacher as Christians 
and as heirs of Heaven.  Having been commissioned by the Son of God to “teach all nations” (Matt. 25:19), the 
Catholic Church has the duty and claims the right of directing the Christian training of her children.  
     Man’s Immortality.  Man’s destiny does not end with the tomb; he has an immortal soul.  The world is the 
place of his pilgrimage, religion, therefore, must enter his daily life and be the motive power of his thoughts and actions.  We cannot divorce religion 
from anything which tends to cultivate the mind or ennoble the heart.  Full development of character without religion is impossible.  Education is 
essentially religious.  Holy Church, therefore, insists upon the necessity of a Catholic education for her children.  She has always maintained that 
without a Christian education it is impossible for her children to know God and obtain their sublime destiny. 
      To reach this desired end the Church has placed the school alongside of the Church.  For this noble achievement education, our Church is often 
charged to be the enemy of popular education. 
      Is the Catholic Church the enemy of popular education?  Anti-Catholic orators and editors spend much of their time and energies trying to prove 
that the Catholic Church is opposed to education of the masses.  This absurd fallacy finds its base in an erroneous understanding of the Catholic 
attitude toward the public school system.  The Church does not object to this system because it is opposed to popular education, but it believes that 
the child should have a religious education which the public school cannot give. 
      The father of our country, well understood this fact when he declared that “religion, education and morality, being essential to good government 
be forever encouraged.”  The President of the Ohio State University, Dr. W. O. Thompson, in an annual commencement address, as stated in the 
Columbus Dispatch, June 13, 1921, declared before eight hundred and eighty graduates of the Columbus senior high schools that, “Religion and edu-
cation are the two great cornerstones of civilization.”  Educators of note in many of our universities are becoming alarmed at the laxity of morals 
in some of our institutions, and clearly state in clarion tones the need of religion in education. 
      If those who do not agree with us, could prove that our schools do not educate, do not prepare the future citizen for his station in life, their pro-
test would be reasonable.  But in view of the fact that pupils of both systems must meet each other in competition for honors in every field of en-
deavor, reveals the utter absurdity of this contention. (To be continued) 
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Please pray for the home-bound of the parish:  

Margaret Gladys Abbott, Maxine Anders, William 
& Jan Barry, Josephine Basalla, Mary Battiger, 
Dorothy Beaver, Gertrude Bell, Madelyn Bronkar. 
Mathilda Clark, Mary Cowden, Michael Curtis,  
Ernestine Dailey, Jeanne Dittmar, Ralph Dosch, 
Marcy DuBeck, Betty Fedor, Jenni Finnen, Beverly 
Foley, Isabel Gilchrist, Mary Ellen Grafton,  Flor-
ence Herbert, Gabrielle Hinkle, Patricia Huck, 

Mary Imlay, Mary Caroline Johnson, Eileen Johns-
ton, Henry Long, David Macenko,  Josephine Mar-
shall, Alice McGonagle, Betty Mercer, Michael 
Overstreet, Loretta (& Charles) Paynter, Patricia 
Perone, Glenna Pfeifer, Alice Pitcock, Mary Polas-
cak, Mary Postlewaite, George and Barb Ridenour, 
Charles & Mary Lou Scott, Loretta Silfko, Theresa 
Tracey, Teresa Woods, Terri Woods 
 

Please pray for the recently deceased: 
 
 

 
Catholic Youth Camp Catholic Youth 
Summer is Ohio’s one and only weeklong, 
residential high adventure camp for students 
entering grades 6-12. Activities typically in-
clude: jet skis, water tubing, paintball, blob-
bing, go-carts, archery, zip lining, rock climb-
ing, ropes course, mountain boarding and 
more. CYSC offers a truly Catholic and safe 
environment with daily catechesis that awak-
ens faith and builds missionary disciples. A 
week at camp  includes daily Mass, adoration, 
reconciliation, small group conservations, 
worship, service and authentic community. 
See www.cysc.com to register.  

Parent Information Night On Wednesday, March 
4, 2015 from 5:30-7:30pm Bishop Rosecrans High 
School and Bishop Fenwick School invite you to 
Family Information Night. Families will be able to 
tour the campuses, meet teachers and students, get 
registration information, find out about tuition as-
sistance and the EdChoice program, speak with a 
Guidance Counselor and meet other prospective 
families. All three campuses will be open to visi-
tors that night. The Bishop Fenwick Elementary 
campus is located at 139 North Fifth Street, while 
the Bishop Fenwick Middle School and Bishop 
Rosecrans High School are located at 1030 East 
Main Street and 1040 East Main Street, respec-
tively. Come spend the evening with us and find 
out what it means to be a Bishop! 
 
Rosecrans Athletic Boosters Mulch Sale The An-
nual Mulch Sale will be held this Spring. The cost 
will be $4.75 per bag. Choice of 5 kinds of mulch to 
choose from: Pinebark, Cypress, Hardwood, Mini 
Nuggets, and Red Mulch. Forms may be picked up 
at Rosecrans High School or the Knights of Co-
lumbus Hall. Last date to order will be April 8th. 
For more details contact Marvin Paul at (740) 453-
4482.  

St. Patrick’s Day Dinner  Fundraiser 
Our parish Saint Patrick’s 
day dinner fundraiser will 
be held Tuesday, March 17, 
at 6:00 p.m. in Rosary Hall. 
A hearty Irish meal of salad, 
Irish stew, Irish soda bread, 
assorted desserts and bever-
ages will be provided, along 
with live entertainment. A maximum of 
100 tickets will be sold at the Parish Center, 
so get yours early!   Door prizes, a Half 
and Half drawing, and other  
activities are a-brewin’.  Adult tickets are 
$15, Children under the age of 5 are free, 5 
thru 12 years are $5, and the maximum 

Family price is $50.  Sláinte! 
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PILGRIMAGE TO LOURDES: Fr. Michael Dosch, OP, 

pastor of Saint Patrick’s in Columbus, will be leading a pil-

grimage to Lourdes June 28—July 7, 2015. Interested pil-

grims may learn more details by contacting Fr. Dosch di-

rectly at michael.dosch@juno.com or the contacting the 

Lourdes Pilgrimage Office at  (877) 276-7279 or lourdespil-

grimageoffice@comcast.net. Visit the website at 

www.lourdes-pilgrimage.com. Deadline for registration is 

March 20, 2015. 

Lay Dominicans Fundraiser The Lay Dominicans & 
Friends for Historic Preservation announce a fund-raiser to be-
gin raising monies to secure and preserve the second cemetery of 
our Catholic heritage in Zanesville.  The first was located on 
these grounds.  While still under the patronage of St. John, the 
grounds were acquired on Greenwood for our beloved ancestors 
in the Faith.  Over the years, there has been vandalism and lack 
of respect for those buried there.  We would like to be able to 
fence in the cemetery with an appropriate fence that both safe-
guards and dignifies the area.  This will be costly, but in the end, 
the results will be priceless, as we preserve our heritage for fu-
ture generations.  To that end, we begin our efforts offering St. 
Thomas Aquinas blankets 
for sale that have the beauti-
ful emblem that is front and 
center on the floor of the 
church.  This item is exclu-
sive to our church.  The 
outer border has Latin for 
“The sign of the Church of 
St. Thomas Aquinas in 
Zanesville.”  The Fleur-de-
Lis symbolizes the Trinity 
and is executed in the colors 
of the Dominican Order, black and white.  The top part of the 
shield calls to mind our patron St. Thomas Aquinas, with the red 
field and the sun reminding us of the great love Thomas had for 
the Eucharist.  The bottom part of the shield is blue, which re-
minds us of our Blessed Mother, who promised St. Dominic that 
she had the Dominicans under her mantle of protection.  The 
carpenter’s square and the lilies of purity remind us of St. Joseph, 
under whose patronage our Dominicans of the Eastern Province 
are placed. 
The blanket is made of lightweight material measuring 50”x60” 
and is machine washable.  This item is available in red, royal 
blue, navy, forest green, black and gray for $25 per blanket, and 
order forms are available at the entrances of the church.  This 
blanket can be used year round to keep you from winter winds 
in a drafty house or when you’re enjoying balmy breezes at the 
beach.  Use one as a lap robe for the elderly or send one off to 
college with a student to give 
them a subtle reminder to at-
tend Mass on Sunday.  Please 
pre-pay with your order by cash 
or check which may be made 
payable to:  Dominican Laity.  
Completed order forms and pay-
ment may be left at the Parish 
Center.  If you have any ques-
tions, please contact Mary Ann 
Ewart at 319-0265 or Melanie 
Von Gunten at 453-3301, exten-
sion 15. 

Adorers Needed! Do you have a half hour or more to 
spend with our Lord Jesus? We are in need of Wednesday 
adorers of the Blessed Sacrament during the 2:00 pm –3:30 
pm and 5:00 pm - 6:00 pm hours. Please contact Regina 
Cano at (614) 582-8588. 

Beauty of the Feminie Catholic Women’s Conference 
Interested in being part of the annual Beauty of the Feminine 
Catholic Women’s Conference planning committee? Meetings  
held at St. Thomas monthly. For more details and information 
about upcoming meetings email Susie Piecynski at  
Susan.m.ecklin@gmail.com . 

The 11th Annual J.O.I.N. (Joint Organization for Inner
-city Needs) BiblioBenefit is on the horizon: Friday, 
May 15, 2015, 7-10 p.m., at St. Andrew Church (Nugent 
Hall), Columbus.  Share in the support of Catholic 
Charities’ ministry of (J.O.I.N.) through an evening 
with friends, food, Chinese raffle, and entertainment 
by local clergy.  Reservation details coming soon.   

Faith on Tap: Faith on Tap is the Zanesville (and be-
yond) area Catholic young adults group.  Check out 
our Facebook group Faith on Tap - Zanesville, text/
call Mary Clare at (740) 221-4786, or e-mail write-
maryc@hotmail.com for events and to get con-
nected.  20s to 40s and babies too are welcome!    

St. Thomas Festival News 
The Festival Committee will hold a meeting Thursday, 
March 12 at 6:00 pm  in the Parish Center conference 
room. It requires many volunteers for planning and exe-
cution of the event, but is worth the hard work. If you're 
interested  in helping, please attend. 

mailto:writemaryc@hotmail.com
mailto:writemaryc@hotmail.com

