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Brothers and sisters in Christ, 

Christ is with us!  Now and Forever! 

Father Peter is away this week, and it falls to me to fill the space for the Pastor's Letter.   As I sit down to 

write,  news reports from California suggest that the deadly Ebola virus, which has killed thousands of people in West Africa 

in the past few weeks, may have appeared in California;  A patient is being examined for possible exposure to the Ebola vi-

rus at Kaiser South Sacramento, according to hospital officials.   

                Whether or not this horrific disease has come to our shores or not,  the world today seems prostrate under the 

hooves of the Four Horsemen of the Apocalypse.  War, Civil Strife,  Famine, and Pestilence  all seem unusually active in the 

world today.  It's enough to make one wonder whether or not the end of the ages is upon us.   I do not know if we're at the 

end of the ages;  we may simply be at the end of an age.  

                 A thousand years or so ago, all of Christendom shuddered to learn that the Muslim Caliph,  the head of the Is-

lamic State that then included Spain, North Africa, Egypt and the Levant, had seized and destroyed the Church of the Holy 

Sepulcher in Jerusalem, and then the other Christian churches and monasteries in the Bible lands, as well as horrifically per-

secuting the Christians there.  In 1071, at the disastrous Battle of Manzikert, the Turks beat the Christian Roman Empire, 

capturing the Emperor himself; a defeat which lead to the complete loss of Christian Armenia and Asia.  As dark as those 

days seemed, the next century saw a renewal of Catholic piety, the growth of trade and the rise of monasteries and universi-

ties, and even the renewal of Christianity in the Bible lands by the founding of new Christian principalities in Edessa, An-

tioch, Tripoli, and Jerusalem itself. 

                One age ended, and a new age began: the rich Catholic civilization of the High Middle Ages, an age of great faith 

and splendid saints.   

                There is always a place for hope.  Ultimately, as the centuries turn, and the human race bumbles about in a dark-

ness created by its stubborn godlessness and slavery to sin, Christ calls us to the same pilgrimage of grace and virtue as he 

has the saints before us.  This is a journey made with the heart, that follows Jesus through this life and out of it to the new 

Jerusalem he is building in glory to be our true home.  With him, we can get through anything, even if the present world 

should finally destroy itself.  Yet, there is hope in him even for this world, for Jesus Christ and his Way means hope not only 

for our salvation in glory, but also for the renewal of the present age, something he has done before in history, through his 

Christian people. We are a people with a destiny beyond history, and we can also be the hope and spiritual leaven of the pre-

sent age, if we are faithful to the witness of the saints before us. 

                Listen to the Word of the Lord speaking through the prophet Jeremiah: "The LORD’s acts of mercy are not ex-

hausted, his compassion is not spent; They are renewed each morning— great is your faithfulness! The LORD is my portion, 

I tell myself, therefore I will hope in him." (Lam 3:22-24) 

 

---Fr. Stephen Hayes, O.P. 
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Weekly Calendar 

 
Sunday, August 24 
After 9:00 and 10:30 Masses: coffee and doughnuts 
 
Monday, August 25 
7:00 p.m.  Children of God Prayer Group  
 
Tuesday, August 26 
6:00 p.m.  Rosary For Life 
 
Wednesday, August 27 
Noon - 8:00 p.m. Eucharistic Exposition 
7:00 p.m.   Women’s Conference Mtg. - Library 

 

 

Parish Finances 

Week of August 18, 2014 
Envelopes (272) ........................................... $9,744.50 
Loose………..…………………………             951.01 
Total ............................……………………. 10,695.51 
Weekly Budget ...........................................  11,538.00    

Deficit .………………………………          842.49 
Thank you! 

 
BAPTISMS 
Usually celebrated first and third Sundays of the  
month, after the last parish Mass. Contact the pastor 
to schedule. First-time parents please also schedule  
a “Pre-Jordan” preparation class. 
 

WEDDINGS 
Must be scheduled no later than six months before 
desired wedding date. Please contact the pastor 
for more information about marriage preparation. 
 

EUCHARISTIC EXPOSITION 
Wednesdays: after Noon Mass until 8:00 p.m. 
For information, contact Lynn Seward at  
(740) 688-0314 or Regina Cano at (614) 582-8588 
 

FUNERAL LUNCHEONS 
Contact Mary Margaret Murphy at (740) 452-4454 
 

RENTAL INFORMATION 
To reserve Rosary Hall or Activity Center contact 
Mary Ann Ewart at (740) 319-0265. 
 

PREGNANCY COUNSELING 
Heartbeat Family Center/Pregnancy Distress 
(740) 450-5437/www.heartbeats.org 
 

ROSARY ALTAR SOCIETY 
Contact Lori Gnau at (740) 453-8501. 
 

PRAYER REQUESTS 
 (740) 454-2700, (740) 297-7164,  
(740) 588-0314, or (740) 704-3136. 
 

BISHOP FENWICK SCHOOL 
Tel: (740) 454-9731; Fax: (740) 454-8755 
www.bfw.cdeducation.org 
Principal: Mrs. Kelly Sagan  
 

TELEVISED MASS—WHIZ TV 
Sundays on channel 2 at 7:00 a.m. 

 

MASS INTENTIONS 
 

Sun, Aug 24  21st SUNDAY, ORDINARY TIME 
5:00 p.m. Douglas Wurzbach (+) 
7:00 a.m. Beverly McLoughlin (+) 
9:00 a.m. People of the Parish  
10:30 a.m. Floyd Denton(+)  
 
Mon, Aug 25  
8:05 a.m. Richard Bowman Family 
Noon Thomas J. Pastier (+)  
 
Tue, Aug 26  
8:05 a.m. Beverly McLoughlin (+)  
 
Wed, Aug 27 St. Monica (M) 
8:05 a.m. Feast of St. Monica 
Noon McLoughlin Family 
 
Thu, Aug 28 St. Augustine, bishop & doctor (M) 
8:05 a.m. Fallen away Catholics 
 
Fri, Aug  29 Passion of St. John the Baptist (M) 
8:05 a.m. Lillian Dudas (+) 
Noon Lawrence McNally (+) 
 
Sat, Aug 30  

9:00 a.m. Fr. Luke Turon, O.P. (+) 
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A History of St. Thomas Aquinas Church 
                                                                   Part XIII – Grave Matters 

 

     Bishop Edward Dominic Fenwick was succeeded by Fr. John B. Purcell, who was consecrated as Bishop in 1833.  

In 1834, Bishop Purcell traveled to Zanesville to administer the Sacrament of Confirmation, 

and while here, he ordained Father John George Alleman, O.P., in St. John’s Church.  Fr. 

Alleman was the first Dominican to be ordained in the state.  On the 14th of August 1835, 

purchased land for a cemetery, as the one behind St. John’s Church had gotten rather full, 

mortality being an aspect of life.  Mr. Robert Harkins wrote about the cemeteries here in 

1899 on a yellow tablet with a pencil.  Mr. Harkins was the first president of the Pioneer 

and Historical Society.  The late Sylvia Smedley Hargrove borrowed the original from Mr. 

Norris F. Schneider, a local historian, in order to type the account that we have of the ceme-

teries today, and is as follows: 

      “Places of Burial – The first permanent grave yard as the term cemeteries was unknown 

in the early days, was that of a part of the grounds donated by the late John S. Dugan (now 

the site of grounds upon which St. Thomas Catholic Church occupies), being blessed and 

opened for burial of the dead of that Church, immediately after the opening of the Church. 

      Previous to the consecrating of these grounds the interments of the dead of this congre-

gation was in the Old main Street burying ground and at Somerset, Perry County, where quite a number were buried in 

the grounds blessed for that purpose.  The first in the Catholic burial ground was that of John S. Dugan, March 1825, 

soon after the opening of the chapel for services.  In the following winter and spring of 1827, there were a number of 

interments there.  Interments continued here.  The Mor[t]uary list of the town increasing.  This place of burial became 

rather contracted and burial space about all taken. 

      Today there is nothing visible to denote that the grounds upon which this grand magnificent edifice occupies, were 

once the hallowed grounds so dear and revered by our earlier day citizens of Zanesville, as a place of burial of the dead 

of this Church.  A large number of the remains of fathers, mothers, sisters, other kindred and others still lie in the quiet 

grave within these consecrated grounds awaiting the final awakening. 

      The population of the town and the largely increasing membership of this Church and this place of burial about 

filled up, and in proximity of the rapidly increasing and densely populated part of the town, it was decided upon by the 

property authorities to purchase at once a more desirable and more extensive grounds.  Accordingly, on the 14th of Au-

gust 1835, John [B.] Purcell, bishop of Cincinnati purchased from Richard Stillwell for the sum of $160.00 about two 

acres of land, east of the city and west of Greenwood Cemetery.  It being expressly stipulated in the purchase of these 

grounds that it should be evermost sacredly held for a place of burial and none other whatsoever. 

     Soon after the purchase of these grounds, interments in the old Catholic grave yard to a general extent ceased.  A 

number of re-interments from the Chapel and Main Street graveyards was made.” 
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Bishop Rosecrans Athletic Boosters 

Recent Booster Mania winners: Jean Buckley, Dan 

Kline, Donna Middaugh, Monica Beader, Mark Hill, Joan 

Weidig, Ginny Gutridge, Craig Svab, and Cameron Hogue. 

 

Rosecrans Booster Mania 

Bishop Rosecrans Athletic Boosters will be having 

their Booster Mania on Wednesday, September 10th, 

2014 at the Knights of  Columbus Hall at 6:30 p.m. 

You may purchase your numbers for the next year and 

enjoy the food and drinks, compliments of the Boost-

ers. Thank You!  

 

Rosecrans Athletic Boosters Mum Sale 

Bishop Rosecrans Athletic Boosters MUM sale forms 

are available at the Knights of Columbus Hall or at 

Bishop Rosecrans High School. Pick up will be on 

Wednesday, September 10 at the Knights of Colum-

bus beginning at 6:30 p.m. If you have any questions 

you may contact Marvin Paul at 453-4482. 
 
Bishop Rosecrans High School 

 is again accepting exchange students for this com-
ing school year and is in need of host families for 
these students.  The host family is responsible for 
providing a safe and comfortable home and basic 
necessities.  The students pay for their lunches, all 
school supplies, clothing, toiletries, and entertain-
ment. There is also a monthly stipend for hosting.  
If you’re interested in hosting , please contact Mark 
Dosch at (740) 452-4762 as soon as possible. 

  

Parish Life 
 
 
 
CCD Registration 
CCD begins Sunday September 7th, and there are some 
exciting changes taking place.  Registration packets have 
been mailed, but in order to provide flexibility to families 
with children in the Parish School of Religion, CCD will 
begin at 10 a.m. and end at 10:50 a.m., so that families can 
either attend Mass at 9 a.m. or 11 a.m.   If you have not 
received one yet, please call Melanie Von Gunten, the 
Director of Religious Education, at 453-3301, extension 15. 
If you are new to our Parish and have students Pre-
School through eight grade that are not attending Bishop 
Fenwick, please contact us for a packet for your children 
to enroll in our faith formation program. We will offer 
coffee, donuts, fellowship and, perhaps a little more for 
the parents waiting on the students.   
 

The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
Fall is rapidly approaching with changes all around us.  We 
may recognize some changes within us as well, as God invites 
us to draw closer to Him in the Catholic Faith.  For those who 
are interested in learning about the Catholic Faith in order to 
join us in the Catholic Church, or for those who may have been 
baptized Catholic, but never raised or fully initiated in the 
Catholic Church, why not join us for the RCIA process?  Those 
who are already members of the Catholic Faith, please invite 
the non-Catholics in your lives to join us.  To register for the 
process or if you have any questions, please call Melanie Von 
Gunten at 453-3301, extension 15.  Why not "come and see"? 
 

Sister Maureen Retirement Party 
Mark your calendars now for Sr. 
Maureen's Retirement Party on 
Sunday September 7th following 
the 11 a.m. Mass.  The festivities 
will go until 2 p.m.  The Parish 
will provide the main dish and 
beverages, but ask you to par-
ticipate by bringing salads, sides 
and desserts to share with your 
fellow parishioners.  If your last 
name begins with A-H, please 
bring a salad; I-P, please bring 
side dishes, and Q-Z, please 
bring dessert.  Remember to call 
in reservations to the Parish Center at 453-3301 to let us know 
how many will come with you and what you think that you 
may bring, so that we will be prepared with plenty of food.  If 
you have any questions, please call Melanie Von Gunten at  
453-3301, extension 15. 

School News 

Please mark your calendars ladies! St. Thomas Rosary Al-

tar will start their new year with our annual Potluck Dinner 

on Thursday, September 11th at 6:00 pm follow by a brief 

meeting in the Rosary Hall. Come and bring a friend with a 

covered dish. Please come and support the Rosary Altar as 

we continue to assist our Church. Your participation is 

needed. For more details call Lori Gnau, President @ 

740.453.8501. 

St. Thomas Aquinas Church 

Rosary Altar Society 
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Catholic Community News & Events 
 

Various other things...  
 

 

CYO Volleyball Girls 
High School Girls Volleyball Players: the Diocesan Recreation 
Association wants you!  Begin now to form your parish CYO 
girls volleyball team. Girls in grades 9-12 are eligible to 
play.  Games will be on weekends, beginning on Sept. 13; all 
teams must be formed by Sept. 4.  For more information, 
contact your parish athletic director, visit the Diocesan Rec-
reation Association webpage at www.cdeducation.org/
diocesanrecreation, or contact Marty Raines at 614-241-2580. 

 
Retreat for men. All men in the Diocese are invited to partici-
pate in the Catholic Laymen’s Retreat League September 5-7 
for a silent retreat at Saint Therese’s Retreat Center. Fr. Pat-
rick Toner of Saint Joseph’s, Plain City, will speak on 
“Lessons in the Pursuit of Spiritual Perfection.” Cost is $130. 
Contact Charles F. Kielkopf at (614) 268-0715 or 
kielkopf.1@osu.edu. 
 
 
Sadie Corry Pilgrimage 
Sadie Corry Pilgrimage to Carey, Ohio Our Lady of Conso-
lation Basilica and Shrine Wednesday October 1, 2014. The 
cost is $25.00 and you may pur-
chase your lunch at the cafeteria. 
Paid reservations needed by 
Monday Sept. 8, 2014. Bus depar-
ture time is 7:50 a.m. from the K. 
of C. Sunrise Center Zanesville. 
For more information call Mary Murphy at 452-4454 or 
Margaret Kronenbitter at 453-7657.  Make checks payable 
and send to Margaret Kronenbitter, 2700 Wayne Ridge Rd., 
Zanesville OH  43701-9240. 

 

Catholic Social Services Breakfast With The 
Bishop On Friday, October 3, 2014 7:45 - 9 a.m. at the 

Hyatt Regency, 350 N. High Street, Columbus OH. Doors 

open at 7:30 a.m. Speakers for the event are Bishop Freder-

ick F. Campbell and Jodi Pfarr, Minneapolis, MN, Bridges 

Out of Poverty certified trainer, advocate, and teacher. 

All proceeds from the breakfast will support the programs 

and services of CSS. For tickets or event sponsorship call 

Peggy Welch at 614.857.1254 or via the CSS website at 

www.colscss.org. 

 
GUMC Block Party. On Sunday, August 24, beginning 
at 11:45, Grace United Methodist Church will host their 
annual outdoor block party, with food and fellowship. 
This is a rain-or-shine event; will be held inside if nec-
essary. 

 
Join J.O.I.N. (Joint Organization for Inner-City Needs) for 
appetizers and drinks as we share more about our partner-
ship with the Catholic Foundation Tuesday, Aug. 26, 6-8 
p.m., at 578 Main St., Columbus. Presentation by James An-
zelmo. RSVP to Trisha Buchanan by Aug. 19 at tbu-
chanan@catholic-foundation.org or (614) 443-8893. 

 
Blue Mass 
When:  Thursday, September 11, 2014 at 5:00 pm. 
Where:  St. Timothy Church, 1088 Thomas Lane, 
Columbus, OH 43220 
Why:  The Blue Mass is an opportunity to pray 
for those in law enforcement and fire safety, re-
member those who have fallen, and support 
those who serve.  We also remember the 2,973 
who lost their lives in the Sept. 11, 2001 terrorist 
attacks. Celebrant:  Frederick F Campbell, DD, 
PhD, Bishop of Columbus. Invited:  All active 
and retired police, fire, and emergency medical 
services in the greater Columbus area, and their 
families. Sponsored by:  St. Timothy Knights of 
Columbus Council 14345 
Reception following Mass. Prayer:  “To honor 
our police, firefighters and emergency medical 
services, to ask for God’s blessing, to keep them 
safe and to guide them in their duties.” 
 

http://www.cdeducation.org/diocesanrecreation
http://www.cdeducation.org/diocesanrecreation

